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Just Among Ourselves 


E are not saying very much this week. Sometimes silence 

is golden. However, in our passing we would kindly ask 

that you look at the label on this copy. If it reads, Oct.’24, 
Nov.’24 or any other month ’24, your subscription should be 
renewed at once. 


A Story With a Moral 


The Continent declares that this story is of the vintage of 1848. 
It applies just as well today. “One day, not long since, a Baptist 
preacher of our State was out hunting. During the day a rainstorm 
came on. In order to keep dry he crawled into a hollow log. When 
the rain began to fall the log began to swell, until he could get neither 
way. He thought his end had come. He thought of all the wrongs he 
had done, and when he recalled that he had not paid his subscription 
to his denominational paper for more than a year, he felt so small 
that he crawled right out of the log without difficulty.” 


MoraL: Always keep your subscription paid in advance if 


you would be happy. 
A. F. CHASE, 


Circulation Manager. 





Certificate of Consecration 


‘LONG felt need is met by the 

issuing of this Certificate. It 
is not a baptismal certificate, but 
a Consecration Certificate, and is 
issued by the pastor to parents 
who present their child for Conse- 
cration unto the Lord. How beau- 
tiful it is to see the parents bring- 
ing their little one forward for 
Consecration, thereby recognizing 
God as giver of the little life, and 
pledging themselves to train it up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. While the child knows but little or nothing of what takes 
place at the time of Consecration, this beautiful certificate framed and 
kept hanging in the presence of the parents, will serve as a silent 
reminder of the vows made at the church altar, and in time the child 
will come to understand and appreciate its full meaning. Put up in 
book form with one dozen certificates to the book, with blank space 
for the pastor to keep record when and to whom each certificate is 
given. Price per book, 75 cents. 


Address : is esr — 
The Christian Publishing Association 


DAYTON, OHIO 
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flocr was broken only by the solemn tread 
of Lincoln, as he paced back and forth 
across the chamber in which so many Presi- 
dents of the United States had done their 
work. “Was he to be the last of the long 
line? The last President of the entire 
United States?” This was the awful ques- 
tion asked by the crimson lips of Chancel- 
lorsville. Hooker had been beaten, the Cab- 
inet was overwhelmed—what if this silent 
walker of the night wavers at this critical 
time also? Ten o’clock came—and on the 
walker walked. Eleven o’clock came—and 
still the footsteps across the hall. Midnight 
came—and there were several minutes of 
silence. “The President may have been at 
his table writing,” says Stoddard, “or he 
may—no man knows or can guess; but at 
the end of the minutes, long or short, the 
tramp began again.” Leaving at three 
o’clock in the morning, the secretary paused 
at the head of the stairs and listened. Yes; 
he still heard the footfalls in Lincoln’s 
room. Returning early next morning, Stod- 
dard found the President’s door open and 
went in. There sat Mr. Lincoln alone. His 
head had pressed no pillow, but there was a 
cheery morning light in his face. An inner 
dawn had preceded the break of day. Ly- 
ing beside his cup of coffee were his in- 
structions to Hooker to push forward and 
fight again. “There was a decisive battle 
won that night,” concludes Stoddard, “in 
that long vigil with disaster and despair. 
Only a few weeks later the Army of the 
Potomac fought it over again as desper- 
ately—and won it—at Gettysburg.” For, 
like that wrestler with his invisible antag- 
onist by Jabbok’s brook of old, our Western 
Jacob would not let God go, until he had 
blessed him and the cause to which he gave 
his last full measure of devotion. “I know 
the Lord is always on the side of the right,” 
he said; “but it is my constant anxiety and 
prayer that I and this nation should be on 
the Lord’s side.” A year before his death, 
Mr. Lincoln said to Joshua Speed: “I am 
profitably engaged reading the Bible. Take 
all of this Book upon reason that you can, 
and the balance on faith, and you will live 
and die a better man.”—Frederick F’. Shan- 
non, D. D., in “Sermons for Days We 
Observe.” 
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MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


DeK. Judy, Portland, Indiana. 

R. A. Whitten, Box 524, Reidsville, N. C. 

O. R. Mason, Hillsboro, Ind. 

D. H. Sparrow, 804 Princess Anne Road, Norfolk, Va. 

Bruce W. Morton, Santa Isabel, Porto Rico. 

J. N. Dales, Superintendent Aged Ministers’ Home, 
Lakemont, N. Y. 

Harry S. Berry, R. R., Veedersburg, Indiana. 





CHURCH WANTED 


After two years as pastor of the Thurston Chris- 
tian Church, I will be at liberty, after April 1, to 
consider a new field anywhere. I am a member -of 
the Tioga River Christian Conference in good stand- 
ing, and have had fifteen years’ experience in pastoral 
work. 

References given if required. Interested parties 
may address Rev. W. A. Huckell, Campbell, New 
York. : 
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Christian Annual 1925 


Is now ready for delivery. It contains 
much valuable information and statis- 
tics of The General Convention of the 
Christian Church, the Regional Con- 
ventions, Conferences, Churches, Sun- 
day-schools, and Christian Endeavor 
societies; also numerous illustrations 
and many other interesting and help- 
ful things for all members of the Chris- 
tian Church. it is a reference book of 
great value for our pastors, church 
clerks, Sunday-school superintendents 
and all our Christian workers. You 
will miss much if you fail to secure a 
copy for your library. The first edi- 
tion is already sold and the second is 
on the press and will be ready in about 
one week. 

Send us at once, your order for one 
or more copies. The price is only 
$1.00 which is much less than the ac- 
tual price of production. The supply 
is limited. 

Address 

The Christian Publishing Association 


DAYTON, OHIO 


. 


APPRECIATIONS 


many things of intense interest, as well as 
instruction. 


The Christian Annual is a rich depository 





of important information concerning our 
Church. The 1925 Annual surpasses in some 
of its features previous Annuals. You are 
rendering the Church valuable service in the 
preparation of this publication. 


D. B. ATKINSON, 


Albany, Mo. Dean Palmer College. 





I received the three Annuals, one for my- 
self, and one for each of my church clerks. 
I am herewith enclosing check for three 
dollars, in payment for the same. I have 


just examined it from cover to cover, reading 


This is surely the best in every particular 
I have yet seen. I would not be without it 
if it cost twice the money. I know no better 
way of getting better acquainted with all 
the workings of the Church than having The 
Annual as a reference book. Thank you for 
your painstaking work. And now let me add, 
I cannot see why any loyal member of the 
Christian Church should ever have to be 
asked several times for the necessary infor- 
mation for such an important work. The 
book is a delight. 

Very Sincerely Yours, 


Cynthiana, Ind. E. E. BENNETT. 


TaUaeeuseeeuaetvssSuEPLAFANSCATOEEBEESSAANEDEDCNESSSTUDIIDFFSINI OO NPENNTENAGTIODNE (HEsAFISdATAsESESSEEAETOSEDSESSUTENI FIT OSTTSNTTTERESEEA 























v/; e Herald 


February 19, 1925 

















QaRY GPS: 
yr ounion 
THEOL CAL 
SEMINARY 


View yous’ 











* 





Leadeth to Fellow-men 


By Hamilton B. Williams 


HE seeth lanterns of his lighting 
Agleam upon the world’s moors. 

| (Thse. light: teat flamed st: Thebibders: 

Findeth the outmost doors. ) 


He heareth voices of his tuning 
Upon the clangorous street. 

(The dream he dreamed at Nazareth 
Hath friendly-sandaled feet. ) 








In every spirit where love guesteth 
The Gloria lifteth again. 

(The journey that findeth Calvary 
Leadeth to fellow-men.) 
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THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


About Folks and Things 


We want to say on this page a word on 
the new Christian Annual because we want 
every reader of The Herald to see it. We 
consider the book which Secretary J. F. 
Burnett has prepared for 1925 to be the most 
complete and attractive which has yet been 
issued. It has required a tremendous lot of 
painstaking care and patience, and is a pro- 
duction of which he and we all may be proud. 
Containing three hundred pages crowded 
with official information of the most impor- 
tant kind, and well illustrated, it makes a 
book which should be in the library of every 
pastor and in the archives of every church 
in the denomination. Beside giving a brief 
report of every conference and every church, 
and the location of every minister, it also 
furnishes a great deal of general informa- 
tion on the departmental and general work 
of the church. The preservation of The 
Christian Annual from year to year by any 
pastor would soon give him a most valuable 
treasury of information regarding the Chris- 
tian Church. Hence every pastor should get 
the habit of buying an Annual every year. 
The sale this year has been unprecedently 
speedy. The first edition was entirely ex- 
hausted almost before it was off the press, 
and the limited second edition is going rap- 
idly. There will be no more printed. Hur- 
ry in your order at once. 


We are very sorry to learn that Rev. 
Cora Truitt is critically ill in the sanitari- 
um at Olney, Illinois. We are sure that his 
friends will be earnestly praying for his 
speedy recovery. 

Greenville Creek, Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence, Rev. H. L. Bailey pastor, closed a fine 
series of revival meetings Sunday evening, 
February 8, with a crowded house, twenty- 
one additions being received. 


Rev. J. C. DeRemer, Britton, Michigan, is. 


giving very fine help to a number of church- 
es of the Northwestern Ohio Conference, of 
which he is president, by assisting them in 
putting on Kingdom Enlistment Week cam- 
paigns this winter. 

Rev. Frederick Cooper, pastor at Truro 
and New Hope, Iowa, held a fine evangelistic 
meeting at Excelsior Springs, Missouri, and 
was to begin a union effort at Truro the 
sixteenth. The work at both of his churches 
moves encouragingly. 

The work of our church at Fiatt, Illinois, 
Rev. Robinson Ashby pastor, is moving 
along nicely. The basement has been en- 
larged, a new furnace installed, and plans 
made to redecorate the interior, and other 
improvements will be made. 

The Mt. Pleasant Christian Church, 
Southern Illinois Conference, experienced a 
fine revival last month, the pastor, Rev. 
Thomas Jones, being assisted by Rev. Mor- 
ris F. Gilbert as evangelist. There were 
twelve conversions and additions. 

A very interesting and instructive “Re- 
treat” was held in First Church, Fall River, 


Rev. H. Russell Clem pastor, on a recent 
Monday. Rev. McD. Howsare was the 
leader in charge. It was to plan for King- 
dom Enlistment work in the churches of the 
conference, eight of which were represented. 


Judge O. W. Whitelock supplied the pul- 
pit at his own church, Huntington, Indiana, 
on Sunday morning while the pastor, Rev. 
Raymond G. Clark, was attending the Wash- 
ington Foreign Missions Convention. He re- 
ceived two members into the church. The 
evening service was in charge of the choir. 


Muncie, Indiana, Rev. M. W. Butler pas- 
tor, assisted by Rev. H. H. Short, of Hag- 
erstown, closed a Kingdom Enlistment Week 
campaign with twenty-five additions to the 
church and a number of others pledged to 
unite later. The church at Muncie is mani- 
festing many signs of steadily increasing 
vitality. 

Antioch, Northwestern Indiana Confer- 
ence, has just had a great spiritual uplift 
as the result of a series of meetings in 
which Rev. J. J. Beisiegel was the evangel- 
ist. There were twenty-two additions, nine- 
teen being new converts. Brother Beisiegel 
has been engaged to preach for the church 
on Tuesday evening every two weeks. 


First Church, Dayton, Rev. W. H. Mar- 
tin pastor, concluded a very successful 
Kingdom Enlistment Week campaign Feb- 
ruary 8, Rev. Hiley Baker, Eaton, Ohio, as- 
sisting and doing the preaching. There 
were thirty-eight decisions and additions; 
and at the Sunday services nineteen children 
were consecrated—a most beautiful and im- 
pressive service. 

Rev. Lloyd Reich, pastor at Hannas Creek 
and Boston, Eastern Indiana Conference, is 
taking work at Earlham College, from 
which he will receive the A. B. degree in 
June. His Boston Church has been redeco- 
rating and installing a furnace, at a cost of 
nearly a thousand dollars. An evangelistie 
service will begin there March 16, Rev. D. G. 
Pleasant assisting. 

New Bedford, Massachusetts, Rev. H. M. 
Hainer pastor, is rejoicing in the great 
awakening which resulted from its King- 
dom Enlistment Week services, in which 
Executive Secretary Howsare participated 
as leader. There were ninety-two decisions, 
seventy-two of whom united with the 
church the closing Sunday and others are 
to be received later. 

Rev. D. A. Cook writes us that Rev. 
Joseph Dipboye, of Elwood, Indiana, passed 
to his reward on January 29. He was the 
oldest member of the Indiana Miami Re- 
serve Conference, and for nearly fifty years 
had been a successful and fearless preacher 
of the gospel. The funeral ‘services were 
held in the M. E. Church, Elwood, in charge 
of Rev. William Cunningham. 

Prof. O. D. Stoddard, who for a number of 
years was at the head of the English De- 
partment of Union Christian College, is now 
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instructor in English in the Queen Anne 
High School, of Seattle, Washington. He 
writes in enthusiastic praise of the conspic- 
uous part which Dr. Roy C. Helfenstein 
played on the Federal Council evangelistic 
team when it visited that city a short time 
ago. 

Rev. and Mrs. R. G. English, pastor at 
East Hounsfield, New York, were given a 
delightful surprise reception at the parson- 
age on their eleventh wedding anniversary 
A bountiful luncheon was served and valu 
able presents were given. The group was 
made up of all denominations, including a 
number of Catholic friends, all desiring to 
express their appreciation of the fine com- 
munity service being rendered by the pas- 
tor and wife. 


St. Johnsville, New York Eastern Con- 
ference, recently held a_semi-centennial 
service. Dr. Martyn Summerbell was vice- 
president of the conference when this church 
was organized by Brother E. E. Peake on 
February 7, 1874, and the following June 
became president and participated in the 
dedication of the church in September. Hap- 
pily he was able to be present and give an 
address in the morning and preach both af- 
ternoon and evening in the fiftieth anniver- 
sary celebration two weeks ago. He speaks 
very highly of the work which Brother Ray 
M. Seely is doing as pastor of this church. 


The first anniversary service of our new 
church in Riverdale, Dayton, Rev. Edwin B. 
Flory pastor, was a most successful event, 
February 1. The sermon in the morning 
was by the editor of The Herald. In the 
afternoon Dr. J. F. Burnett gave a master- 
ful address, after which he succeeded in 
securing pledges for most of the $2,000 in- 
debtedness which the church was still owing 
on its building. Dinner was served in the 
new addition which has just been completed 
for the Primary Department. On the fol- 
lowing. Sunday, six deacons were ordained, 
Dr. Omer S. Thomas preaching the sermon, 
and Rev. McD. Howsare assisting in parts 
of the service. The special ordination serv- 
ice prepared by Dr. J. F. Burnett was used 
most impressively for the ordination. 


Dr. William M. Dawson, of whose illness 
we spoke two weeks ago, is still very seri- 
ously ill at the Mt. Carmel Hospital, Colum- 
bus, Ohio. On November I he went to Pt. 
Isabel, Ohio, to conduct the funeral of an 
uncle. But he had to take to his bed im- 
mediately upon reaching the home of his 
uncle, and remained there a week before he 
could be removed home. Since that time he 
has continued very poorly, losing heavily in 
weight from some obscure infection, the 
source of which has not yet been discovered. 
He has suffered very dreadful pain and 
sickness from a drastic serum treatment to 
which he has been subjected, but we are 
earnestly hoping for his speedy recovery. 
The love and deep esteem with which he is 
regarded by the entire brotherhood will call 
forth their earnest prayers and loving sym- 
pathy. 
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Towards a Better Understanding 


E were never more in earnest than when we spoke last week 
W of the imperious necessity for the spirit of love and unity in 

the Church of Jesus Christ. A divided Church simply can- 
not successfully meet the onslaught of the unified and co-operating 
forces of sin. The Holy Spirit never has and never will give divine 
and miracle-working power in magnified measure to any church in 
which the followers of Christ are suspicious and unfriendly towards 
each other. This will be no less true of the Church at large. 
There is no hope that it ever will be able to grapple with the 
sordid materialism of the world if Christians keep on fighting 
each other instead of the forces of sin. Yet, in the face of this fact, 
we find the Church torn by more unkind and bitter dissension today 
than it has been before in this generation. Great theclogical 
controversies have disrupted the peace of many denominations and 
threaten to continue still further their inroads upon the unity and 
brotherly love of the Church. Prominent churchmen and influential 
religious periodicals are boldly attacking the faith and sincerity of 
great church leaders who are just as Christian and just as influ- 
ential as themselves. And the Church of Jesus Christ must either 
find rcom within its borders for all these to work together in 
mutual respect and good will or find itself still further divided and 
enervated. 


WORKING agreement between the Fundamentalists and Mod- 

ernists, in which each shall recognize the genuine sincerity 
and fervent Christian loyalty of the other, even though they may 
heartily disagree in intellectual convictions, can be brought to pass 
only by a better understanding of each other. The tongues of 
misrepresentation and vilification have been so busy that most con- 
servatives do not know what the liberal men actually believe and 
teach, nor have any conception of the deep spiritual intensity and 
devcut loyalty to Jesus Christ of many of those who have been 
accused of heresy and infidelity. It is astonishing to what extent 
Christian believers have been misrepresented by their opponents. 
Men and women who are wearing out their lives in loving loyalty 
to the Master on foreign mission fields are denounced as unbeliev- 
ers in Christ. Men and women here in America who devoutly 
love the Bible and are earnest students of it and faithful to its 
teachings are widely advertised as enemies of the Word of God. 
Just common honesty and fair dealing, to say nothing about Chris- 
tian love and the unity of the Church, demand that such misrepre- 
sentations cease. Such a condition makes imperative a larger 
knowledge and better understanding of each other within these 
groups. Towards such knowledge and understanding we would 
commend a careful study of a recent book which is bound to exert 
a widespread and powerful influence upon the thinking of the 
Church in this generation. It is »n the modern use of the Bible, * 
being the lectures given at Yale University last summer by Dr. 
Harry Emerson Fosdick. The very mention cf his name will nettle 
some of our readers. But it is worse than useless, it is foolish, 
for anyone to steel his mind and heart against such an outstanding 
and influential Christian leader as Dr. Fosdick. Every man owes 
it to his own self to at least be fair and honest with Dr. Fosdick 
and to understand him. The Church cannot shut the public away 
from him. He is one of the most popular preachers in America 
today. His books on prayer, faith, and the manhood of the Master 
are being read in unprecedented numbers—their circulation being 


1The Modern Use cf the Bible. By Harry Emerson Fosdick. Macmillan. $1.60. 

2Twelve Tests of Character. By Harry Emerson Fosdick. Association Press. 
$1.50. Both books may be purchased of The Christian Publishing Association, 
Dayton, Ohio. 


no less than a marvel in the history of religious literature. His 
articles on religious themes are appearing in secular pericdicals 
that number their readers by the million. His “Twelve Tests of 
Character,” * which first appeared in one of our greatest woman’s 
magazines, is a classic that is gripping a multitude with life- 
moving inspiration. And one of the significant things about it all 
is that Dr. Fosdick draws no little portion of his multitude of read- 
ers and hearers from among the young, and especially from among 
the virile student type which will be furnishing the outstanding 
leadership for this coming generation. Nor is it much less signifi- 
cant that many who love to hear him preach and who are greatly 
helped by his books are Fundamentalists who are deeply moved 
by his spiritual emphasis and fervency. 


OW can any thoughtful person afford to be ignorant of the 

secret of his power? Is it infidelity and heresy that give him 
such a winning over men and women? Is it because he is trying 
to destroy the Bible that he is getting such a following among 
Christian people? Is it because he does not believe in Jesus Christ 
and salvation through Jesus Christ that he is exerting such a 
marvelous spiritual influence over men and women, many cf whom 
are themselves deeply spiritual and fervently loyal to Jesus Christ ? 
These are questions of tremendous significance. For if the secret 
of his power is infidelity and heresy and disbelief in Jesus Christ 
and the Bible, then the world and the Church are in a bad way 
indeed, and many of our cherished ideas about the overmastering 
compulsion and conviction of spiritual truth when opposed to 
heresy have gone topsy-turvy. But we are driven to no such 
unpleasant alternative. For the fact is that Dr. Fosdick is one of 
the most spiritual preachers of our day. Many of the best known 
and most devout preachers in our own denomination, numbering 
among them conservative premillennialists, declare that he helps 
them spiritually and makes them want to love and serve Jesus 
Christ with a deeper intensity more than does any other whom they 
have ever heard preach. Just the other day one of our ablest 
young men wrote us of two addresses which Dr. Fosdick had just 
given at a western university. He said, “Both addresses were the 
confession of and witness to a profound personal experience with 
God.” That is a characteristic of Dr. Fosdick’s preaching and 
writing. Few men today believe more intensely in God, in the 
spiritual worth and spiritual message of the Bible, and in the 
divine and saving power of Jesus Christ, than does Dr. Fosdick. 
And it is because he makes his faith in, these fundamental verities 
so clear, so reasonable, so convincing, that he has secured such a 
grip on the minds and hearts of this generation. There is tremen- 
dous encouragement for the Church in this—the fact that it is the 
spiritual emphasis, the intensive love for and faith in Christ, 
and the profound insight into the real worth of the Bible, and not 
heresy, which win the greatest hearing among men today. 


ie is this spiritual approach which is the controlling factor in 

Dr. Fosdick’s treatment of the Bible. He lays it down as his 
working principle that “the Bible at its heart cannot be known 
save through spiritual insight.” He can handle the various parts 
of the Book with great freedom and still in great reverence, he 
can face the plain facts with reference to the production and history 
of the Bible unflinchingly, jand he can read it in the light of modern 
science unafraid—only because he holds fast to the immutable 
spiritual truths which scintillate on every page. He does not tear 
any of it away or destroy any of it; but whether he believes it 
to be poetry or folk lore or ancient history, he finds in it a pro- 
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found spiritual import which drives one into the very presence 
of God. He declares that “the Bible is a book of vital personal 
religion;” that “to know the Bible is to enter its open door into 
such experiences” as regeneration, forgiveness, reconciliation, 
divine enduement with power; and that “he that does not know it is 
spiritually barren and bereft.” “How futile then,” he says, “is 
the idea that one can know the Bible who does not know what 
this experience means.” He deplores the fact that when you take 
the members of the Church one by one “they often are not God- 
conscious at all, . . . one by one they too cften lack vital personal 
religion.” 'To him, to be a Bible Christian does not mean to believe 
“that a fish swallowed a man, or that the sun and moon stood still 
at Joshua’s command, or that God sent she-bears to eat up children 
who were rude to a prophet, or that saints long dead arose and 
appeared in Jerusalem when our Lord was crucified;” but rather 
to be a Bible Christian means “to know moral need which our 
wit and will could not meet, and inward salvation from it through 
the power of the Spirit. . . . to have found in Christ, revealer of 
God and ideal of man, one who calls out our admiration, captivates 
our love, centralizes our ambition, and crowns our hopes, to be 
led by him into a victorious life which rises above anxiety and 
fear, is made conqueror cver sin, and which, laboring for the 
Kingdom of heaven here, is assured of the Kingdom of heaven 
hereafter.” That is to be a Bible Christian. He insists that 
“whatever else happens now, we Christians, if we are to be 
sincerely Christian, must take Jesus in earnest.” And with unique 
skill he bears down with a peculiar searching into the ethical and 
spiritual involvements of Biblical teaching. He declares that “to 
have your sins forgiven, to have the burden of your guilt roll from 
you .... to know God in your heart ....so as to draw from the 
eternal Spirit the power by which you live indeed, to know Christ 

. . and in a deepening discipleship with him, to behold as in a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, and to be transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory, to be led up by him into the expanded 
life of service and the dignity of helpfulness to man, to share his 
hopes of God’s triumph on this earth and the assurance of the 
everlasting privilege of going on hereafter”—these are the things 
which lead to the more abundant life. “God help the Church to 
see it; for if Christ who walked in the Gospels should walk here 
now, he would not like the present situation.” Surely this does 
not sound like heresy. And the Church of Jesus Christ ought to 


The Trend 


The Need for a Finer Spirit of Congregational Comity 

We are anxious to see what will be the reaction of our readers 
to the fine article in this issue on Congregational Comity, by Rev. 
Irvin E. Deer, Secretary of the Dayton Council of Churches. For 
a century our denomination has professed a unique stand and 
leadership on the question of Christian Union. But the unity of the 
followers of Jesus Christ must begin in the spirit of brotherhood 
and neighborliness down in the local churches. And here, sad to 
say, Our pastors have not always lived up to the great principles 
of Christian unity which their denomination proclaims. Some of 
them have been little and narrow in spirit and jealous of their 
neighboring pastors and churches. Some of them have been in- 
excusably sectarian in spirit and more anxious to advance their 
own church than they were to promote the Kingdom of God in 
their own community. Some of them have been hard for the other 
local pastors and churches to get along with, and have never done 
much to promote the spirit of love and good will among the various 
churches of the neighborhood. In short, it has been very hard in 
these respects to tell some pastors of the Christian Church from 
those of other denominations which make no claim or pretense to 
leadership along the lines of Christian unity. 

This is surely not as it should be. The Christian denomination 
has a right to expect that her pastors shall be models of bigness 
and grace and sweetness when it comes to any matter touching 
fellowship and Christian comity among the local churches. Our 
denomination has a right to feel that in every community where. 
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take great encouragement from the fact. that preaching which 
insists so emphatically upon the spiritual and upon deep and vital 
religion is so widely popular. It shows that, more than we have 
thought, people are hungering for a vital, positive gospel. 


you probably will not agree with many things Dr. Fosdick has 

to say about the Bible. You will perhaps be amazed at the ease 
with which he lays aside some of the traditional views of the Bible. 
But if you are honest with him and with yourself you will be driven 
to the conclusion that he has a profound belief in it as the Word 
of God and that he is a most sincere follower of Jesus Christ and 
anxious to do his will. And when you have come this far, you will 
then be in a position to understand how it is possible that literally 
millions today, especially among the younger ministers and students 
everywhere, are able to hold such views of the Bible and at the 
same time be as genuine and sincere as you yourself in their 
Christian life, as profoundly spiritual in their anxious loyalty to 
God and his Word, and as willing as yourself to sacrifice to the 
uttermost to bring men to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. To 
fail in such understanding of a rapidly increasing and powerful 
element of the Church will mean to disqualify yourself for that 
type of Christian love and fellowship of which we spoke at the 
beginning of this editorial. And it will mean also sadly to limit 
your capacity for helpfulness to the various types of men and 
women and shades of intellectual belief with whom you will come 
in contact and all of whom ought to come under the power of your 
helpful ministry in your own church and in your own community. 
For there is no progressive community anywhere today where 
there are not educated young men and women who can be helped 
only by those who have an understanding of how possible 
it is to believe in the Bible and to use the Bible in this modern 
way and still be a devout and faithful Christian. Hence one of 
the great questions now before the Church everywhere is whether 
we shall understand such people’s sincerity and accept their Chris- 
tian loyalty, and give them the right cf the individual interpreta- 
tion and use of the Bible as the Christian denomination has always 
professed in one of its primary Principles to do; or whether, through 
misunderstanding and abuse, we shall make it impossible for such 
splendid lovers of Jesus Christ to enjoy our fellowship in the Church 
and unite with us in the Christian conquest of sin. Or shall they 
be lost from the Church simply because we insist upon the 
literal rather than the spiritual approach to the Word of God? 


of Events 


we have a pastor will be found a man who is exemplifying to the 
world the genuine spirit of love and good wishes which our de- 
nomination professes for all other churches. If he is to be a fair 
representative of our church, he must be possessed by a very 
sincere and honest zeal to co-operate with his neighboring pastors 
and churches in every possible way for the good of the community. 
And the cause of Christian unity, as well as the Christian denomi- 
nation, has suffered serious harm again and again because some of 
cur ministers have been so ugly and jealous in their spirit towards 
their neighboring pastors and churches and hard to co-operate with 
in community affairs. One of the primary Principles of our church 
declares that it stands for the union of all of the followers of Jesus 
Christ. But how can we ever hope to promote such union if our 
own pastors and churches do not incarnate its spirit down in the 
local communities where they live? If neighboring pastors and 
churches cannot practice a broad and beautiful Christian unity 
towards each other, there is utterly no hope that the denomina- 
tions at large may ever become one undivided Church. And our 
pastors are untrue to our denomination if they are not living cut, 
in their own lives the spirit of unity for which our church pre- 
eminently stands. 

What we have just said with reference to the pastors of our 
denomination is just as true of our churches. They have not all 
lived up to the breadth and beauty of the Principles which they 
profess. Some of them are not doing it now. Some of them are 
little and narrow in spirit, jealous and envious of their neighboring 
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churches and hard for them to work with in community affairs. 
Some of them take every advantage they can get, and do nothing 
to promote union efforts or the spirit of Christian unity and good 
will. Such conduct is unpardonable in any church, but doubly so 
in one of the Christian denomination. It does not make any differ- 
ence what the pastors and churches of other denominations may 
do, or how little and mean may be their practices in your own 
community, the Christian Church has a right to expect its every 
church to be big and broad and to radiate the beautiful atmosphere 
of Christian unity and co-operation. And any layman or group 
of laymen who are not doing so are misrepresenting our church. 

Such desire for genuine Christian fellowship and such attitude 
of unity and good will towards the other pastors and churches in 
your own community can come only by studied and sympathetic 
appreciation of their good points and the contribution which their 
denominations are making to the Kingdom. They ‘have their ex- 
cellencies which we may well covet for our ownselves, and we need 
to learn to love them for the good which they do and the larger 
good which they and we can do together. 


Practical Principles for Congregations to Practice 

But the practice of genuine Christian unity and fellowship 
among local congregations requires something more than abstract 
principles. It demands the faithful recognition of certain very 
specific lines of action as touching matters which constantly come 
up between churches in every community. Is it right, for instance, 
for us to take away the best singers from weak churches because 
we can pay them more? Is there no code of Christian ethics 
applying to such cases? And what about having lodges and Klan 
gatherings to swell our own congregation, drawing them from 
neighboring audiences? How much “union” is there in a “union 
meeting” for commencement or memorial or other community 
affairs when the meeting is held in the church where the pastor 
himself does the preaching and the choir of his own church 
the singing? And so on with a lot of other specific questions. 

Certain principles of definite application certainly ought to come 
into larger recognition in all these vital matters of Christian comity 
between local congregations. So after the address by Secretary 
Deer, to which we refer above, the Ohio Pastors’ Conference, under 
the auspices of the Ohio Council cf Churches, unanimously adopted 
the principles set forth in that splendid message and outlined them 
as follows, as a standard to guide pastors and churches in their 
relations to each other: 
1. Usual principles of comity regarding location and relocation of 


churches, effort to avoid overchurching and to cure overchurch- 
ing, are well understood and are assumed in this discussion. 

2. Congregational comity connotes the idea of brotherhocd and 

active good will between congregations working in the same 

community. 

This kind of comity is based upon the two elements, courtesy 

and appreciation. 

4. Courtesy and appreciation presuppose the qualities of under- 
standing, judgment, perspective, and justice on the part of 
pastors and members of congregations. 

5. Active efforts to persuade members to transfer from one con- 
gregation to another are to be condemned. 

6. Musicians, both instrumental and vocal, should nct be enticed 
from one congregation to another with offers of increased mone- 
tary or other remuneration, without a most careful and pains- 
taking effort to safeguard the interests of all concerned. Let 
the negotiations be conducted openly and with every degree of 
fairness, with the knowledge and consent of the music com- 
mittee of the congregation likely to lose its musicians. 

7. Building up large Sunday evening congregations at the expense 
of other congregations does not strengthen the Kingdom of 
God, and injures the spirit of congregational comity. Fraternal 
organizations, clubs, and cther groups, composed of members 
from all congregations in the community, should not be urged to 
accept invitations to attend one certain church for “special 
services;” but congregations should wait for these groups to 
take the initiative in asking for special services. 

8. Active efforts should be made to promote better understanding, 
larger fellowship, and more cordial good will between congre- 
gations by giving them increased opportunities for fellowship in 
worship, by the following means: 

(a) Inviting neighboring congregations to join in fellowship 


On 


services on congregational anniversaries, opening of new build- 
ings, installation of pastor, etc. 

(b) Union meetings in the community on national holidays, 
when the sense of political unity is strong and may contribute 
to a sense of religious unity. 

(c) Where the effort does not stir up theological controversy 
or arouse denominational differences in convictions, union com- 
munion services are helpful in promoting the sense of brother- 
hood and good will. 

(d) Interdenominational organizations, such as young peo- 
ple’s groups, federations of Bible classes or missionary societies, 
Sunday-school superintendents’ clubs, etc., should have hearty 
support and co-operation of ail pastors. 

9. The promotion of the sense of congregational comity, with its 
brotherhood and active good will, based upon courtesy and ap- 
preciation, is the direct responsibility of the pastor and cannot 
be delegated. The pastor can, and should, build up this sense 
of comity in his own congregation, by preaching from time to 
time on the history, principles, and work of other denominations, 
and by an occasional exchange of pulpits with other pastors in 
the community. 


Increased Educational Efforts for Prohibition 

The World League Against Alcoholism, according to its general 
secretary, Dr. Ernest H. Cherrington, promises to put.on a very 
aggressive campaign of education among all foreign-language 
groups in America. The significance of this is manifest when we 
remember that such groups comprise one-fourth of the population 
of the United States; and especially when we remember that many 
foreign born very frankly are adverse to the idea of prohibition. 

Moreover the League will make special effort to reach the 10,000 
students from foreign countries in American universities and col- 
leges. These go back to their native land to exert a great influence 
on the social and political activities of their own nations. Hence 
it is of far-reaching importance that they be persuaded of the 
benefits of prohibition while here in America. The League also 
plans to bring to this country temperance and reform leaders from 
abroad that they may see for themselves the value of national prohi- 
bition and return home to counteract the vicious propaganda of 
misrepresentation which the liquor forces carry on there with 
reference to how it works in America. There will be maintained 
an international clearing house and a general world office conduct- 
ing correspondence with reform leaders in all countries. Outpost 
offices and representatives will be kept in strategic world centers 
for the purpose of combating false propaganda and supplying re- 
liable infcrmation to all international agencies. And effort will be’ 
made to inaugurate temperance organizations in countries where 
no adequate movement has yet been started. 

J 

Portugal and France both enjoy religious liberty sc that evan- 
gelical work in these countries can develop without governmental 
interference. In Spain the work is “tolerated” but suffers from 
pronounced Roman Catholic attitude of the people, as well as from 
certain imposed restrictions. The evangelical forces in all these 
countries are only a small proportion of the population, perhaps 
6,000 adherents in Portugal out of a population of 4,000,000; 10,000 
in Spain out of 21,000,000; and 1,000,000 in France out of its 
40,000,000 populaticn. The Sunday-school enrollment is usually 
about half of the total Protestant constituency, so that the enroll- 
ment in Sunday-schools and in parochial or other church schools 
might be given as 3,500 in Portugal, 6,000 in Spain, and 200,000 in 
France. 

cS 


The four hundredth anniversary of the first printing of the New 
Testament in English, translated from the Greek by the martyr, 
William Tyndale, falls in 1925. Churches and clubs are planning 
to promote interest in books about the Bible and books on religious 
subjects during the year. And the Federal Council of Churches 
urges its members to observe this four hundredth anniversary and 
suggests that William Tyndale’s life, the translation of the Bible 
from the original tongues, and the world-wide distribution of the 
Holy Scriptures through the power of the printing press, be used 
for discussion in the pulpit, the Sunday-school, and the religious 
press through 1925. 








estly the overshadowing care and pro- 

tection of Divine Providence. Realiz- 
ing that in a subject so loaded with T. N. T., 
the slightest jar may cause an explosion 
that would blow the speaker to Kingdom 
come, and yet with the realization that un- 
less we do speak frankly, honestly, without 
ambiguity, and even brutally perhaps, we 
shall say nothing that shall be helpful, we 
now proceed to take our life, liberty, and 
sacred honor in hand, and throw ourselves 
upon your tender mercies. There is a dan- 
ger that our Dayton friends may think that 
I am exposing some of the family affairs to 
the critical gaze of the world. While the 
illustrations I use are drawn from personal 
knowledge and experience, they are not all 
from Dayton. Then again I am limited in 
this address, for there is no possibility for a 
strong emotional appeal; no possibilities of 
a deathbed story with harrowing details. 
Such emotional appeals frequently cover up 
intellectual and spiritual shallowness in the 
main body of the address. But of course, no 
pastors in Ohio ever do this thing! And so 
with a full realization of the delicacy of the 
task, with a burdened sense of the limita- 
tions of the subject as well as the speaker, 
we proceed to discuss this subject of congre- 
gational comity, which is, if nothing else, at 
least novel and new. 

The idea of comity usually means the at- 
tempt at solving the preblems of overchurch- 
ing. More and more we are becoming con- 
science-stricken over the waste of resources, 
both of men and money, in those fields where 
too many churches have been established 
and the community is unable to keep all in 
a state of vigorous vitality. Surveys like 
those of the Institute for Religious and So- 
cial Surveys, and those of the Council of 
Churches, have shown us the weakness and 
sin of Protestantism along this line. The 
eloquence of Mr. Lamb, our secretary, be- 
fore local groups and before denominational 
gatherings has convinced us all of the crimi- 
nal stupidity with which we have planless- 
ly carried on much of our extension work. 
The idea of comity has likewise come to con- 
note the whole scheme for placing new 
churches so as to avoid some of the terrific 
complications which we now face in fields 
where there was no planning. Principles 
and policies have been adopted in many, 
many cities where the denominations place 
new churches only after consulting the coun- 
cil of churches for advice and counsel. The 
most outstanding piece of work along this 
line is in Ohio, where Cleveland has led the 
way. During the past few months they have 
formed a holding company which will pur- 
chase and hold desirable sites for future 
buildings, and then turn them over at cost 


S I approach this subject I seek earn- 


* An address as delivered by Mr. Deer, Sec- 
retary of the Dayton Council of Churches, at 
the Ohio State Pastors’ Convention, Colum- 
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plus carrying charges to the denomination 
which is entitled to start a church at those 
locations. By this plan not only is there a 
saving of money, but most of all there is 
statesmanship in planning. We hail the 
leadership of Cleveland with enthusiasm. 
Strange as it may seem, this plan is the one 
that is of great antiquity among our Roman 
Catholic friends, who have long since dis- 
covered the value of such procedure. I mere- 
ly mention this fact for your careful consid- 
eration, namely, that when we reach some 
entirely new and statesmanlike procedure 
for Protestantism, we frequently find that 
Romanism has been using it for a long time. 
Perhaps we have not accepted teaching in 
some quarters where it would be valuable. 

However, it does not seem to me that the 
subject assigned for this discussion is in- 
tended to bear upon this particular phase 
of the subject. I understand that the orig- 
inal subject considered by the program com- 
mittee was “Ministerial Courtesy,” but later 
it was thought better to make it wider and 
include the congregations as well as the pas- 
tors personally. So with this in mind I ad- 


{ALUN 4M 
THE SIGNATURE OF GOD 
FINELY wrought and rare with jewels 


Is the veil over nature laid; 
O’er seas and skies and fields and fells, 
O’er mountains tall and valleys staid; 
Touched with grace and toned to duty, 

Is this web of matchless beauty. 


The holy light of stars shines down 
On everlasting hills below; 
The flashing light and grewsome shade 
Are spread o’er earthlands high and 
low; 
That we may see each wondrous hour 
The great unfoldings of his power. 


The pebbly brook, the moss-grown seat, 
he opening bud, the closing bloom, 
The silence, stealing soft and sweet, 
Are wrought in nature’s mighty loom, 
To lead our thoughts to God above 
And trace his goodness and his love. 


The grand cathedral of the wood, 
The sapphire of morning’s dawn, 
The deep-toned music of the sea, 
The dazzling dew on evening’s lawn, 
Are touches of the Master’s hand; 
The written signature of God. 


—Emily J. Bryant. 
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dress myself to the idea of comity between 
congregations in the some community. Such 
comity connotes the spirit of brotherhood 
and active good will. Please note the ad- 
jective “active.” 

There have been four stages in the rela- 
tionships we have experienced between those 
of differing religious beliefs. The first was 
the age of persecution, where we followed 
the genial but inefiective method of dealing 
with those who did not agree with what the 
fathers had declared to be orthodox, by giv- 
ing them their choice between a hot stake 


and a cold chop. Discovering that this did 
not agree well with the sensibilities of some 
folks who were becoming a bit more civil- 
ized, we passed from the period of persecu- 
tion to that of polemics. We indulged in 
great debates, forensic discussions of dog- 
ma and creed. Judged by the spirit of Je- 
sus, these discussions were no doubt as full 
of intense unchristian feeling as were the 
periods of physical persecution. There has 
been a retrogression to this period in cer- 
tain quarters in our own day. The third 
period was that of toleration. There might 
be those who had not the leading of the 
Spirit, which leads into the knowledge of 
the truth, but then we shall decide to toler- 
ate them! The fourth stage is that which 
is being developed today, that of co-opera- 
tion, not a mere toleration with its offishness 
and its illy concealed sense of superiority, 
but real, active, cordial co-operation and 
working together among equals. 

This spirit of comity is conditioned upon 
the spirit of courtesy and appreciation. 
There can be no brotherhood and good will 
without the spirit of courtesy and apprecia- 
tion. Without becoming technical and re 
sorting to close definitions (in fact when I 
was preparing this section the dictionaries 
were all in use to solve cross-word puzzles), 
I think we may safely say that courtesy and 
appreciation involve the following four 
points—understanding, judgment, perspec- 
tive, and justice, or the desire for a square 
deal. Let these four points be kept constant- 
ly in mind during the discussion. 


Such principles, easily endorsed by all 
would solve the irritating problems that 
arise in the relationships between congrega- 
tions. It would put into real force the old 
dictum against “sheep stealing.” No one 
endorses this matter of sheep stealing, but 
it is practiced more generally than usually 
admitted, or even realized. Only when you 
happen to be in a position to have the com- 
plaints of a large body of pastors, do you be- 
come aware of the immense amount of pros- 
elyting that is done in the average commun- 
ity. Some instances have come to my atten- 
tion where it is done in a very artistic man- 
ner, but even admiration for the technique 
does not blind us to the unchristian nature 
of the performance. I have gathered a few 
choice anecdotes on this matter which I have 
neither the time nor inclination to give, but 
at least two I shall share with you today. 
One pastor in an Ohio town met a brother 
pastor of another denomination on _ the 
street, and after usual chitchat about every- 
thing in general and nothing in particular, 
the first pastor said, “I understand that you 
have been making great efforts to get some 
of my families into your church, and that 
you have called on Mr. Blank’s family a 
number of times.” Faced with the direct 
charge, the second pastor could do nothing 
more than admit the truth, and then throw- 
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ing out his chest and making as bold a front 
as possible, he said, “Yes, sir, I’ll save a 
soul wherever I can, even in the Presbyteri- 
an Church. Good day, sir!” But it is not 
always on the part of the pastor that this 
kind of effort is made. An instance was 
once reported to me where the members of 
one church tried to get a family from anoth- 
er denomination to make the change, and 
there was no excuse of lack of interest in the 
church, for the head of the family was the 
president of the board of his congregation, 
and the other members were active in the 
various organizations of the church. There 
is positively no justification for this kind of 
proselyting, and we can only hope that these 
instances such as come to our attention are 
noted because of their infrequency. Such 
efforts in any community will quickly de- 
stroy whatever sense of congregational com- 
ity there might be. 

How would these principles operate in the 
case of church music? If ever I needed the 
overshadowing protection of Divine Provi- 
dence, it is now! The cutthroat competition 
between business concerns for a fat contract 
cannot be exceeded in its intensity by any- 
thing I know of other than the competition 
that sometimes takes place between church- 
es for singers. In a group of pastors, one 
said, “We have the best choir in the city, 
yes, I’ll even say the entire State.” Another 
retorted with some heat, “Well, why not? 
You have taken the best singers out of all 
the other churches!” Is there not some prin- 
ciple of comity involved here? Can negotia- 
tions be carried on for the securing of sing- 
ers and musicians in a congregation without 
violating the feelings of brotherhood and 
good will? I think so. The negotiations 
should be carried on openly and aboveboard, 
letting the church you are expecting to raid, 
know of your efforts, giving them a chance 
to meet your effort if possible. Wherever 
possible the interests of all concerned should 
be conserved. I dare not go farther, for I 
fear I may not be true to these principles 
myself. Let each man honestly face his 
own conscience in this matter, and ask him- 
self the question, “Has my church ever act- 
ed in an unchristian manner in the building 
up of its choir or the musical attractiveness 
of its services?” 


What kind of a fight do you have in your 
community for the Sunday night crowd? 
In many places the morning services are 
well attended but the evening services are 
always a problem. Some attribute this to 
the open movies, a statement that I am in- 
clined to doubt. I have served in commun- 
ities which had the movies closed and some 
which had them open, and the problem was 
the same, and if there was anything to note 
as a difference, I would say that the attend- 
ance in the open movie community was bet- 
ter. But it is a real effort and a real prob- 
lem. How far is a man justified in going 
to get this Sunday evening crowd? There 
are instances where churches have spent a 
considerable sum of money for special speak- 
ers, programs, and other attractions. Some 
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have become so desperate that they have be- 
come openly and unblushingly evangelistic. 
Elaborate machinery has been developed for 
inviting people to the services, and the at- 
tendance has been materially increased. But 
in looking over some of these congregations, 
one is impressed with the fact that they are 
built up somewhat largely from the mem- 
bership of other churches in the community. 
Even granting that the services are strong, 
appealing, and of great value, is a congre- 
gation justified in making a direct appeal to 
the members of other congregations? How 
much brotherhood and good will could be en- 
gendered between congregations when the 
pastor of one church finds the library table 
of the home of one of his most prominent 
families littered with the folders and bulle- 
tins of special services of a competing 
church? 
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Special services for lodges, organizations, 
and other groups in the community consti- 
tute one of our perennial methods for build- 
ing up the attendance at the evening serv- 
ices. Of course the members of such organ- 
izations are usually to be found in all the 
churches of the community, but they are 
urged and exhorted to attend some one 
church for a special service where they are 
to be guests. I would not say that this 
method should not be used at all, but when 
we realize that every such effort simply 
takes the people away from their own serv- 
ices, a pastor and his congregation might 
well wait until the initiative came from the 
organization itself. I have been told of in- 
stances where such services have brought 
crowds which necessitated the calling out of 
special traffic officers to handle the situation, 

(Continued on page twenty-two) 


The World at Washington 


III. 


A Common World With a Common Need 


BY HERMON ELDREDGE 


things begin to stand out in this great 

convention as speaker after speaker 
from land after land of the world gives his 
message. First, that people of the ‘whole 
world everywhere are just “folks” with com- 
mon hopes and fears and common loves and 
longings, and all with common needs. And 
second, that Christ fits the world’s need in 
every land and clime and in every race and 
nation. 


\ S we come on through the days two 


Of course we have said such things over 
to ourselves and to each other many times, 
but it is different somehow to come right up 
against voices from India and South Amer- 
ica and Africa and the world’s ends every- 
where and hear them say the things we have 
said, but maybe really only half believed, or 
at least we haven’t believed them enough or 
we would have done more about it than we 
have done. 

For instance, hear the word of the Bishop 
of St. Albans, that great English divine, as 
he spoke to us one morning and told us of 
his sixteen years in Africa and to hear him 
say that in that dark land he saw Chris- 


77 x 
O GOD, BE MERCIFUL TO ME 
GOD, be merciful to me: 


A grievous sinner though I be. 
Mine eyes I cast in anguish down, 
Lest they behold reserved frown. 








My hands | dare not raise to thee, 

Lest thou their crimson stains should 
see. , 

Wash thou my hands, cleanse thou my 
heart; 

Help me from sin and self to part. 


Grant me to know naught else but thee, 
And thy redeeming love for me. 
A grievous sinner though I be, 
O God, be merciful to me. 
—Rev. H. Clare Welker. 
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tianity put to the test. He was a European 
Christian coming from the universities of 
England to those of a different color, a dif- 
ferent nation, a different race, a different 
language, a different history, a different 
kind of ideals; but he found that Christ 
crossed the barriers of race and color and 
language and just fitted their need in those 
jungles of Africa. What a testimony that a 
young Jew born nineteen centuries ago could 
go down through the centuries in the hearts 
of men and change the jungles of Africa! 
What is the answer to such a phenomena? 
The answer is that he was mofe than a 
young Jew—more than a man—he was in- 
deed and in truth the Son of the living God 
and his modern miracles outside of the Bible 
today can prove this if there were not per- 
fect proof before. 

But we hear an even more challenging and 
startling testimony from Japan. It is voiced 
from the platform from the lips of Kagawa, 
who was born and lived in heathendom until 
he was twenty-one years old and for the 
past sixteen years (he is now thirty-seven 
years old) has been a flaming evangelist for 
Christ in the Sunrise Kingdom. The story 
of his life is so wonderful that the chairman 
of the evening meeting had to vouch for the 
truth of it as a new chapter in the “Acts of 
the Apostles.” In one great series of meet- 
ings which he held, the people were so eager 
to hear him that they stood in relays and 
paid an amount equal to one dollar a seat to 
hear his message. He announced that the 
money would not go to him, but to further 
the work, and in a hall seating eight hun- 
dred, all were paid admissions at this rate. 

Kagawa’s work has been largely with the 
peasant and laboring classes of Japan and 
has been so successful that it has stirred up 
opposition among anti-Christians and Bud- 
dhists, and he was thrown into prison and 
fined twelve hundred yen, or about six hun- 
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dred dollars. “But,” says this herald of 
Christ in Japan, “I had a good time in pris- 
on studying the Gospel of Mark and getting 
ready to go out and preach again. Mark 
and I had a good time together in that 
prison house.” 

But most significant is his word that he 
has read the story of General Booth “In 
Darkest England” and of Jerry McCauley’s 
“Down in Water Street,” and he says that 
there is no need for him to write another 
story, for these books just describe his work 
in the heart of the great cities of Japan. 
Our Christ is the same in London or New 
York of Tokyo or the African jungle. 

We could write this entire article about 
Kagawa, but we must tell you something 
more, at least, before we go on. His work 
among the peasants of Japan has resulted 
in six hundred branches of the Peasants’ 
Union with over 60,000 families connected 
with these branches. There are 5,700 defi- 
nite conversions recorded in his meetings. 
Kagawa says that there must not, and will 
not, be war between his country and the 
United States, and as sure as the Pacific 
Ocean means “The Peaceful Ocean,” just so 
sure will it never see war on its surface be- 
tween these two countries. He gave a sly 
hit at the Japanese Exclusion Bill when he 
said there used to be a time in his country 
when Japanese Christians thought that all 
Americans were Christians, but now they 
have come to know that some Americans 
are Christians and some are Congressmen. 

A story with a point to it was in the in- 
troduction of Dr. Jones, of Haverford Col- 
lege, when he told of the man who with his 
horse and wagon was climbing a long, long 
hill for miles and miles. Finally meeting 
a native, he asked him how much farther 
this hill extended and was informed, “This 
ain’t no hill! You’re not goin’ up any hill. 
The trouble with you is that your hind 
wheels are off.” Dr. Jones said that some- 
times we thought that the world looked all 
wrong to us, but the real thing was that our 
outlook was wrong. We need to get right 
ourselves and we will see things differently. 
We are like one figuring on a cross-word 
puzzle with an eight-letter horizontal word 
and a thirteen-letter vertical one, and the 
horizontal word is “personal” and the verti- 
cal one is “righteousness,” for personal 
righteousness and allegiance to Christ Jesus 
is the key to the cross-word puzzle of the 
world. 

“The world at its base is spiritual,” said 
Dr. Jones, “and not material. The great 
hunger of the world is for faith and hope 
and love summed up in a living man, and if 
Christians would live more like Christ the 
cause would go forward with greater mo- 
mentum. The basic thing in the evangelism 
of the world is living witnesses of the gospel 
we profess. There is no escaping such a 
testimony and the world will move toward 
Christ in America or in China or in the 
Islands of the Sea when Christian living 
follows Christian Teaching.” 

Again such a message brings us back to 
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our common need in all the world. Preach- 
ers, teachers, parents, leaders of the Church 
in homeland and in every land need to face 
again this living truth, The best way to 
preach a better sermon or to teach a bet- 
ter lesson is first to be a better man. Other 
things follow, but are lost without this. 

Another common need the world around 
was voiced by Dean McRea, of Shantung 
University, China. His great plea was for 
trained leaders on the missionary fields. 
“The missionary effort,” said he, “has passed 
through two great stages in the last one 
hundred yeais and has now come to ice the 
third stage. The first stage w.. the send- 
ing vut o7 missionaries who were alore and 
the only leaders on the field. The second 
stage was when converts come and arose to 
the place where they came to be associated 
themselves in the work under the leadership 
of the missionaries. We are now at the 
third stage when this leadership is and must 
be gradually taken over by the native con- 
verts with the missionaries in the second 
place. The leadership of the Christian 
Church tomorrow in the Orient and in all 
the world must be native and not foreign 
leadership if we are to lead the nations to 
Christ. This means a trained native lead- 
ership. This means educational missions. 
Never let us set Christian education over 
against evangelism, as some try todo. They 
must labor side by side and there is no 
Christian education without evangelism. 
There cannot be. 

Out in that great continent of Asia where 
one-half of the people of the whole world 
live you will find people who hate the Chris- 
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tian Church and white people and Western 
civilization, byt who respond to the life and 
love of Christ. They feel that their gods 
are inadequate and that Christ is the way 
out. The task of the Church is to live up 
to its creed and that creed is not a written 
code but a living Lord who came not to tell 
folks about a new civilization and even a 
new learning process, but of a new life in 
him and for the great world-neighborhood. 

And it was Helen Hunt, of India, who told 
us that the great message which Jesus 
brought to India was his great love for oth- 
ers—his love for children, his belief in the 
individual and his worth, his attitude toward 
womankind, his democratic teaching. For 
democracy is a Christian conception. No 
Buddhist can help another, but it is every 
man for himself and in the great war of 
class against class and race against race 
and language against language and east 
against west and peace against war, Christ 
is the answer to their need as he is the an- 
swer to the need of the world everywhere. 

Such were some of the messages which 
told us again that our Christ is their Christ 
and that he meets the need of the world if 
only there is an open door. He is the gift 
of Asia to Western civilization and as Pres- 
ident Coolidge reminded us in his opening 
address, Civilization is the product of Chris- 
tianity. With all its faults and failures it 
is what it now is because we have not lived 
up to the high ideal of life given us by the 
Master of men. 

Washington, D. C. 

Next Week: 
“Making a Business of Missions” 


Forward March 


BY MISS MARY BRADLEY 


TOP advancing? Stand still? Never! 
S In science, history, metaphysics, medi- 

cine, religion—everything good advan- 
ces. How can we let the past or present 
bring us to an end of our knowledge? 
Evolution pushes us forward. Our minds 
are open, or should be, to more enlighten- 
ment day by day; year by year. We, as 
intelligent beings with normal, working 
brains, must gather continually more light 
on all subjects as we individually advance 
in years; collectively as generations follow 
generations. Every new thought is a 
diamond. 

When by disease or desire our minds 
cease to function in obtaining more light 
or knowledge, we die—mentally and spirit- 
ually. We become defectives, degenerates; 
not often Loebs and Leopolds, but obstruc- 
tors, hindrances in the path the human race 
is designed to tread. We are fundament- 
ally at a standstill. 

All animal life below the human being 
is limited mentally. They have a degree 
of intelligence which reaches just so far and 
no farther. They fill their place in being of 
service to man. But the mind of man de- 
vises ways and means to use and help these 


creatures of a low mentality. God created 
the human race to see not only with a phys- 
ical sight, but to see with a spiritual vision; 
even to glimpse into eternity. 


Humanity’s best help comes from the 
spiritual world. Christ could not make his 
appeal to animals because cf their mental 
limitations. But we, oh, infinitely greater 
in vision and capability, have the privilege 
of seeing, by the mercy of a heavenly 
Father and a loving Savior, a world of light, 
and advancing knowledge for all time to 
come. 


There is a steady advance; in other words, 
the spiritual evolution of cur undying souls. 

Heavenly Father, save our minds and 
spirits from stagnation because of inactive, 
hindering mentality in fellow-beings who 
are slow to grasp the great, essential, spir- 
itual lights open to our vision. Help us 
to fling wide open every door and admit a 
ficod of comforting, soul-healing light. 

Let us study the Bible with open minds, 
and a view to gaining this heavenly light 
from this ever-flowing fountain of religious 
knowledge. 

Belmont, Massachusetts. 




















THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


At Prayer Time 


They have received their reward.—Matt. 
6: 2. 
o 

This is what Jesus said of those who 
prayed, gave alms, and fasted to be seen of 
men. It is easy to see, once it is pointed 
out to us, how such religion is but a thin 
veneer put on over a life to give it the 
appearance of character. 

But unfortunately the matter cannot be 
easily put aside, however thin and meaning- 
less such religious conduct appears to be. For 
the approval of men more largely affects our 
attitudes and our practices than the most of 
us think. Let each one who reads these 
lines ask the personal question, “How much 
am I influenced in my usual religious con- 
duct by other persons?” Surely it will be- 
come quickly manifest that there are a good 
many people in whose eyes we deeply like to 
be approved. 

Looked at in this way, there may be little 
room to object to “doing our righteousness 
before” others. Especially if there is a good 
father and mother who may see the things 
we do. Or, if some godly neighbor—some 
faithful Christian man or woman—witness- 
es our actions and rejoices because of them, 
there isn’t much ground to complain about 
our giving, praying, fasting in ways where- 
in we may be seen. 

Yet right there is a spiritual danger. Je- 
sus meant religion to be the expression of 
one’s best self. A man or woman really 
acts and thinks most significantly when his 
purposes are personally formed. At times 
that may imply acting in advance of the 
approval of others. Jesus, and many out- 
standing souls since his day, become strik- 
ing illustrations of this. Peter and John at 
the temple, Stephen smiling while men 
stoned him, Paul rejoicing through a life- 
time of persecution, show that there are 
realms of action that lie beyond the usual 
estimate of current life. 


o 


“QO God, our Providence of good, 
Grant us thy grace to see; 
Our past by thee is understood, 

Our future lives in thee.” 


Oo 


It must also be recognized that there is 
a good deal of difference sometimes between 
serving people and pleasing them. This is 
particularly true when we think of people 
in terms of humanity. At times it becomes 
a clear fact that humanity seems blind to 
the things that are abiding and that are 
necessary. 

No doubt the same is true to each of us 
personally in some degree. 

Yet Christian religion faces both these 
facts and sets the heart of its claimant im- 
mediately at the things that yield good fruit 
to human living. If one reads the Sermon 
on the Mount with this in mind that body of 
the saying of Jesus becomes livid with sug- 
gestion. 


Just put this behind the teachings of Je- 
sus regarding prayer, giving, and the rest 
of moral action, and we are almost startled 
at the suggestion of reality and motive pow- 
er that is forced into our thought. A man 
or woman does not become less a praying 
personality, but he or she becomes more of a 
force for righteousness. What they do does 
not end in some passing satisfaction, either 
to others or to one’s self, but it ends in con- 
tinuous good—and that is eternal. 

No one will demand an argument here 
against living or doing in the definite ways 
of which society approves. But let us think 
of the sad action that is reported of the lat- 
ter days of Judas. He did the approved 
thing; and it was approved by the supposed- 
ly best minds and spirits of his day. This 
may not have been the sole motive for his 
act. Yet it is easy to see that such approval 
must have been very definitely expressed; 
it was expressed in silver, and it was prob- 
ably more personally expressed by those 
who connived with him in deception. 

Judas slid from the path of serving. Con- 
vinced or right, he apparently could not 
iG >) 








O God, divine encircling love 

The mountain path to liberty 

Seems long. Yet, do I know, above 

[ may look far, new beauties see 

That will reward me evermore 

For the steep climb. The wide, full 

view 
Of valleys, rich in Truth’s vast store, 
And hills in bloom the whole year 
through 

With purest flowers of faith and peace; 

All these will open to my eyes, 

And never will the music cease, 

The harmony which fills the skies. 

Oh, Father-mother God, I pray, 

That I may ever keep the path, 

That I may bravely mount the way. 
—Zita F. Blankenbaker, in 
Christian Science Sentinel. 


U 


maintain the lofty attitudes that right de- 
manded when popular clamor asked for 
something else. Jesus kept his loyalties; to 
a certain extent he was successful in aiding 
the other disciples to keep their loyalties 
also. 




















Oo 


Now let us grant that some human ap- 
proval is important and right. A good many 
things that are very vital are well approved. 
People approve of praying, of giving, and 
generally speaking, of most of the activities 
of consecrated Christian lives. Even people 
who are not Christians often endorse and 
believe in the fine actions and the good 
character of active Christian men and 
women. 

And what people disapprove are, in most 
instances, not desirable in life. People do 
not generally approve of debauchery. We 
have a good many words like crime, wicked- 
ness, degeneracy, wantonness, etc., etc., that 
within themselves express a pronounced so- 
cial disapproval. These are things we do 
not want; they are things that Christianity 
purposes to remove, if possible, from human 
conduct. 
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With all this being true—more true today 
than in Jesus’ time—the service of the Ser- 
mon on the Mount still is timely. For 
Christian faith looks for greater endorse 
ments than human ones. Some universal 
fatherhood vitalizes the Christian’s uni- 
verse; one eternal and unfailing love is 
seeking expression through the actions of 
good men and women. This suggests that 
real conduct be continuous while men are 
not seeing as well as when men are Seeing. 
It means doing good when the doer is not 
known as well as when he may be known. 
It means that prayer is really just as effec- 
tive, sometimes more so, when people know 
nothing about it—when it is in secret—as 
when it is public. 

o 


Into thy hand, O Lord, I lay this little life 
of mine; 

What can I do but yield to thee that which 
is truly thine? 

Here in the storm and stress of life, amid 
the restless sea, 

There is no haven but thy hand, no refuge 
but in thee. 


Into thy hand, O Lord, I lay the treasure of 
my heart, 
The secret yearnings of my soul, the hopes 
that ne’er depart; 
For there I find a refuge where no thieves 
break through and steal 
Within the haven of thy hand I would my 
all conceal. 
—Albert Wimpwon Reitz, in 
Moody Monthly. 
o 
The secret of hypocrisy is the desire to 
appear well without paying the price that 
being right costs. We love to be highly re- 
garded by men; we make their approval our 
standard; and we learn that we can meet 
this standard, for a while at least, by out- 
ward appearance. It is of this that Jesus 
was thinking in Luke 16: 15, “Ye are they 
that justify yourselves in the sight of men; 
but God knoweth your hearts.” Think frank- 
ly of ways you have deliberately tried to 
cover the real truth by outward appearance, 
for the sake of gaining approval in your 
family, in your college classroom, in your 
church. Consider the ignobility of this; and, 
in contrast, the nobility of being a person 
of whom those who know him best may say, 
as Spurgeon said of Gladstone: “We believe 
in no man’s infallibility, but it is restful to 
feel sure of one man’s integrity.”—F osdick, 
in “Manhood of the Master.” 
o 


We pray for strength, O God, to be able 
to fulfill the desires that represent our deep- 
er selves. We want a language and a life 
that will portray the type of faith that our 
secret minds endorse. We hunger for ap- 
proval of others and for the companionship 
that such approval may imply. Yet we pray 
that we may live above the desire of per- 
sonal parade. We would like our inner hon- 
esties intact. We want to be as real in se- 
cret as we would like to seem to be before 
men. We know the way; give us grace to 
follow it. Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
































































An Important Statement 









Our Foreign Mission Responsibility 


FTER much deliberate thought and discussion, the delegates of the Christian Church attend- 
A ing the Washington Foreign Missions Convention adopted, at the denominational conference 
February 2, the statement printed herewith relative to our own share in the world task. This 
statement, which was prepared by a special committee appointed for the purpose, sets forth clearly 
the position of our Church and those guiding principles which we must increasingly follow in order 


to make our world service what it ought to be. 


We affirm our profound conviction that Jesus Christ is 
the absolute and only Savior and hope of all mankind. 

We register our unqualified allegiance to him as risen 
Lord of individuals and nations and worlds. 

We believe his dominating purpose is to achieve a 


humanity redeemed from 
sin and transformed into 
the likeness of God, our 
common Father. 

We recognize his call to 
every one, and especially 
to those who receive him 
and seek to know and do 
his will, to participate 
in his great creative 
world-inclusive work, 
and accept the inescap- 
able duty of co-operation 
with him, and dedicate 
our lives to this purpose. 

We are assured of his 
invariable presence and 
mastering power in ac- 
complishing his purpose 
and realizing his ends. 
Victory may be delayed, 
but it will surely come. 


The Need of Personal 
and National Purifica- 
tion 
We believe like-mind- 

edness, purity of heart, 

and singleness of pur- 
pose are essential ele- 
ments of successful en- 
deavor and only those 
who are seeking with 
passionate desire these 
virtues can avail much in 
the program of our 

Lord. 

Realizing, as we do, 


the impotence of a faith that denies in its 
delinquencies, we conceive our first and most im- 
portant task to be that of setting our own house in order, 
in our social, commercial, political, interracial, and inter- 
national contacts, that our missionaries may not have to 
carry too great a weight of Christian inconsistency. We 
dare not deny the love we teach, by a selfishness we prac- 


HE immediate task of the Christian 

Church is laid before us in the following 
resolutions adopted unanimously by our dele- 
gates to the Foreign Missions Convention at 
Washington. It will not suffice merely to 
read these statements. Unless the action sug- 
gested is followed in a practical way our 
Foreign Mission work cannot maintain its 
present standard of efficiency and service. 


It is the unanimous sense of this group of fifty- 
three representatives of the Christian Church in the 
Foreign Missions Convention of the United States 
and Canada, that in view of the present deficit of 
$12,000 in the Foreign Mission Tr2asury and the 
budget of $68,333 for the present year, all of which 
is greatly needed, we face an unusual period in our 
missionary history. Therefore, Resolved: 


That we memorialize the Church to consider with 
a new urgency the immediate task which is upon us; 
and in the spirit of Christian co-operation we sug- 
gest— 


1. That our people be called to sacrificial prayer. 


2. That all who can do so be urged to make per- 
sonal gifts to meet the present needs and that we 
encourage the Mission Board to make such personal 
solicitations as their wisdom may approve. 


3. That an effort be made to make the coming 
Foreign Mission Offering equal to our budget, and 
to this end our whole brotherhood be urged to co- 
operate to the full extent of their ability. 


4. That in the judgment of this group there 
should be inaugurated at once a denomination-wide 
Stewardship Campaign to prepare for our present 
and future responsibilities. 


moral 


of living. 





It deserves your most careful reading. 


tice. To this end we bid our people to put into daily opera- 
tion the principles of Jesus in their industrial, political, 
and social life, that our missionaries, when they point the 
non-Christian world to Jesus’ ideal of a brotherhood of 
leve, may be able to hold up our own land as a living 


exemplification of their 
teaching. 


The Challenge of the 
Non-Christian World 
We accept the chal- 

lenge laid down to us in 

the 1,100,000 people in 

Japan and Porto Rico to 

whom we are asked to 

bear the gospel of love 
and hope; and call upon 
our people to gird them- 
selves, by prayer and 
consecration of life and 
substance, for the suc- 
cessful issue of the work 
to which we are bidden. 


The Development of Our 
Work 


We note with grati- 
tude the increase in ten 
years of three organized 
churches and ten out- 
posts in our field in Ja- 
pan, and of over 107 per- 
cent in membership in 
Japan and_ forty-four 
percent in Porto Rico. It 
is encouraging, too, to 
learn that contributions 
from native Christians to 
the cause have grown 
360 percent in Japan 
and 295 percent in Por- 
to Rico in the same peri- 
od. It is not so gratify- 
ing to know that in this 


ten year period, while some of our missionaries have been 
replaced by men and women of deep consecration and wide 
training, the number of American missionaries on the field 
is only four more now than it was ten years ago. The in- 
crease of 186 percent in current annual receipts, during 
the decade, has been offset by the greatly developed cost 


























The Demand for a New Appraisal of Our Task 


With five years of world war and five years of read- 
justment behind us, the time has come for the Christian 
Church to face her missionary task anew, and, in the light 
of fresh opportunities and demands, of changed methods, 
and of greatly amplified resources, to respond to the call 
of her Leader with promptitude and with gifts of life and 
means that will justify her charter of existence. 

There must be no retrenchment. Only one purpose will 
save our church in the crisis of a great hour—Advance! 
Our program of evangelistic endeavor must be continued 
and enlarged. Our present fields should be extended and 
new fields opened up. Then, too, if we are to catch the 
present vision and make response to the new appeal we 
must undertake a greater Christian educational program 
—preferably in co-operation with other churches, if that 
can be effected—for Christian Education is the watch- 
word of the hour, and, if we are to accept the testimony 
of those best informed, will increasingly become the way 
of progress. 


The Urgency of Trained Men 

To accomplish this, missionary leaders must be secured 
who are adequately trained for the work. None but those 
thoroughly equipped will suffice. The deeps of Oriental 
life, particularly cultured Oriental life, can be sounded 
only by those of disciplined mind. No missionaries should 
be sent to the foreign field who are not thoroughly trained. 


The Stewardship of Money 

So, too, the new-old passion, directed by intelligence, 
must lead to a greater outpouring of money. Men and 
women are in training now and will ever be preparing 
themselves for service, provided opportunities are impell- 
ing enough and funds are sufficient to sustain them on the 
field. We cannot hope for accomplishment commensurate 
with privilege until our people are Christian enough to 
face this whole question of the stewardship of money in 
the light of our Lord’s teaching and life. Our Foreign 
Mission offerings should not be less than $100,000 a year. 
Such a goal is entirely within our reach and the easy pos- 
sibility constitutes our challenge. The system that has 
proven the most effectual in financing the work of mis- 
sions is the use of the weekly-offering duplex envelope. 
Boards responsible for the education of our people in this 
method of benevolence are urged to use every means at 
their disposal to secure its adoption. 


The Obligation of the Pastor 

We lay it upon the heart of every pastor in the Chris- 
tian Church, that he may line up with Jesus in his world 
redemptive program. We urge our pastors to inform 
themselves—through systematic reading of missionary 
magazines and study of missionary textbooks and other 
literature, attendance at missionary conferences and con- 
ventions—as to world need, world advance, and world pos 
sibilities, that the people whom God has called them to 
lead may not suffer through their indifference or neglect. 


ent upon these two things. 


We are convinced that non-missionary churches are in the 
great majority of cases attributable to non-missionary 
pastors. 


Missionary Education in the Church 

We call upon our local churches to secure or formulate 
a program of education that will equip the rising genera- 
tion and aid the present generation in such an intelligent 
approach to the whole problem of the advancing Kingdom 
as to enlist a whole-hearted co-operation in the ever-en- 
larging demand. The foundation, however, must be laid 
with the child. The program of Jesus in world redemption 
should be laid before them by skilled teachers. in such 
fashion as to secure an intelligent apprehension of it and 
a consecrated will to help in its realization. To do this 
every advantage of Summer Conference and Mission 
School must be utilized to equip leaders for groups of both 
young and old. The church will do well to finance the at- 
tendance at these conferences of selected persons who are 
qualified for the teaching of the program of the Kingdom. 
We urge our Mission Boards to plan, and disseminate 
widely, programs of mission education that can be used in 
all our churches. 


A Missionary Pastor Supported by the Church 

We commend to our churches the support of a mission- 
ary pastor, or worker, who shall represent the congrega- 
tion on the foreign field and who may act as a living link 
with the work in non-Christian lands. 


Missionary Conferences 

We commend interdenominational and interracial con- 
ferences, such as the present gathering, express our grati- 
fication at the represéniative number of ous people here, 
and voice the hope that at succeeding conferences every 
effort will be made to secure the attendance of representa- 
tivs from every quarter of our field. 


Carrying the Message of This Conference 

We suggest that “Echo Meetings” be arranged for in all 
parts of our church, and that this body take measures to 
appoint representatives in each section of the field who will 
plan for such meetings, that the message of this confer- 
ence may be carried throughout the whole Church. So 
far as possible we hope some one who has been present 
may have a place on the program of our conference, State, 
regional, and summer school programs. 
Finally 

We are assured that only those churches that accept the 
program of Jesus and undertake to put it into operation 
are Christian, and can in their local task lay claim to his 
full and blessed promise of abiding to make certain suc- 
cess in their local field. We may judge our churches, as 
to their Christian character, by their desire and purpose 
te realize his will for a redeemed world. 

The report was signed by the committee: W. G. Sargent, Chair- 
man, Mrs. W. V. Leathers, A. E. Kemp, A. F. Foor, Raymond G. 


Clark, L. E. Smith, H. E. Sims; and unanimously adopted by the en- 
tire group present. 


It is earnestly hoped that the above report and also the resolutions on the opposite 
page will be read by every pastor to his congregation at the earliest possible mo- 
ment. In the face of our present financial deficit, and of our tremendous oppor- 
tunities on the field, it is evident that the church at home must do two things:— 
First, she must take immediate steps to remedy the financial difficulty as indicate 

by the resolutions adopted. Second, she must launch a more far-reaching scheme of 
missionary education than we have yet attempted in order to develop a church of 
the future that is really missionary. Our place in world service is vitally depend- 

















We're Growing 

compilation of the accessions to our 
churches in 1928, as shown in The 
Christian Annual, was 5,329; and in 1924, 
8,538, showing a gain of 3,209. Our goal 
for 1925 is 12,000. I am sure we can reach 
it. Fine reports are coming in. Kingdom 
Enlistment Week at New Bedford, Massa- 
chusetts, resulted in ninety-two decisions; 
Milford, New Jersey, in fifty decisions. 
Dayton, Ohio, First Church, co-operating in 
a city-wide campaign, had forty decisions to 

date and the work is still going on. 
Below we give a tabulation of statistics 
gleaned from The Christian Annual, show- 
ing the number of accessions received in the 
various conferences during 1923 and 1924, 
together with the gains or losses for each: 


New England Group 














1923 1924 
ee ee ee 2 64 G— 62 
Biercimack. ............ 66 34 L— 32 
R. I. and Mass..... 209 219 G— 10 
Rockingham ................. 2 5 G— 3 
York & Cumberland.... 53 125 G— 72 

332 447 

New York Group 
ee ee eR 61 40 L— 11 
New York Central........ 62 59 L— 
New York Eastern ...... 41 171 G—130 
New York Western .... 5 12 G— 7 
eae eee 89 122 G— 33 
Tioga River .. 54 67 G— 13 
New Jersey .............. mf 159 G— 32 
Rays Hill & S. Pa......... 142 129 
671 759 
Ohio Group 
ost eC | | cS 696 1227 G—531 
eee 12 30 G— 18 
Northwestern Ohio ...... 163 357 G—194 
Cee, ) ae 135 303 G—168 
Ohio Eastern ................. 106 216 G—110 
Ohio 40 4 L— 36 
Southern Ohio .............. 168 136 L— 32 
eee 44 
Kentucky, Dist. No. 1.. ...... 31 
Kentucky, Dist. No. 2.. ...... 42 
Kentucky Christian .... 133 39 L— 94 
1453 2429 
Indiana Group 
Central Indiana ............. ...... 20 
Eastern Indiana .......... 359 721 G—362 
BR eee 288 221 L— 67 
Ind. Miami Reserve...... 78 92 G— 14 
eee 9 57 G— 48 
Northwestern Indiana... 114 244 G—130 
Southern Indiana ........ 23 82 G— 59 
Western Indiana .......... 175 435 G—260 
W. Mich. & N. Indiana ..... 12 
1046 1884 
Illinois Group 
on et, EE 28 32 G— 4 
Central Illinois ............ 143 168 G— 25 
Northern Illinois ........ 7 9 G— 2 
Richland Union ........... ...... 8 
S. Wabash Illinois...... 212 231 G— 19 
Southern Illinois .......... 8 6 L— 2 
Western Illinois .......... 11 26 G— 15 
409 480 
Western Group 
Central Iowa ................. 23 43 G— 20 
North Missouri .... 9 23 G— 14 
OS he Se 10 16 G— 6 
Western Osage 8 16 G— 8 
Union Iowa .......... 10 30 G— 20 
Western Iowa ..2....... 78 206 G—128 
Eastern Kansas .......... 6 2 L— 4 
N. Kansas & Nebraska 69 48 L— 21 
Northwestern Kansas... 8 12 G— 4 
Southern Kansas ........ 20 62 G— 42 
231 458 
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Southern Group 


DORI sciecciccccsinscctscnccns 108 208 G—100 

Eastern Virginia ........ 514 960 G—446 

Georgia & Alabama...... 219 70 L—149 
W. North Carolina........ ...... 40 
N. Carolina & V2......0. .-. 415 

E. North Carolina ........ 280 239 L— 41 

Va. Valley Central........ 166 149 L— 17 
1287 2081 

Total number received in 1923, 5329; in 


1924, 8538. Gain, 3209. ‘ 
The accessions of 1924 exceeded those for 
1923 by 3,209. 





RECENT ACCESSIONS 
Greenville, Miami Ohio Conference, 


Rev. J. E. Etter, Pastor.................... 13 
Versailles, Miami Ohio Conference, 
Rev. Hugh A. Smith.......................... 2 


Walnut Hills, Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence, Rev. A. W. H 
Antioch, Eel River Conference, Rev. 





Isaac Cox 14 
Irvington, New Jersey Conference, 
Rev. W. H. Hainer 177 





Russellville, Southern Ohio Confer- 
ence, Rev. A. J. Bowman................ 

Columbus Grove, Norchwestern Ohio 
Conference, Rev. Peter Wasson...... 112 

Atwood, Central Illinois Conference, 


Rev. G. W. Rippevy.............................. 25 
Greentown, Northwestern Indiana 
Conference, Rev. J. J. Beisiegel...... 8 


South Westerlo, New York Eastern 
Conference, Rev. Ray J. Bissell...... 54 
Milford, New Jersey Conference, 
Rev. J. Eliott Epright........................ 52 
New Bedford, Rhode Island and 
Mass. Conference, Rev. H. M. 
Hainer 92 
Damascus, Rays Hill and Southern 
Pennsylvania Conference, Rev. A. 
R. Garland 18 
Antioch, Northwestern Indiana Con- 
ference, Rev. Raymond L. Wiggins 16 
Richmond, Virginia Valley Central 
Conference, Rev. W. T. Walters.... 19 
Trotwood, Miami Ohio Conference, 
Rev. Robert Wearly 
Dayton, First, Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence, Rev. W. H. Martin.................... 38 
Circle Hill, Miami Ohio Conference, 
Rev. © P. Furmne. ..........-..--..-.--.-..---- 4 
Ludlow Falls, Miami Ohio Confer- 
ence, Rev. O. P. Furnas.................-.. 14 




















Christian Education 


WwW. A. General Secretary 


Harper, 





Summer Schools 


URING June, July, and August, the 

Christian Church will conduct eight 
Summer Schools in various sections of the 
country, as follows: 


Palmer College, Albany, Mo., May 26 to 
June 5. 
Kirton Hall, Ontario, June 29 to July 5. 
Defiance College, Ohio: 
Young People’s Leaders, June 30 to July 5. 
Pastors’ Summer School, July 6 to July 
15. 
Craigville, Massachusetts, July 7 to July 17. 
Starkey Seminary, Lakemont, N. Y., July 
20 to July 26. 
Elon College, North Carolina, July 27 to 


August 5. 
Bethlehem College, Wadley, Ala., August 10 
to August 16. 


A conference of representatives of these 
Summer Schools and the heads of the de- 
partments of the Christian Church will hold 
a conference in Dayton on Tuesday, Febru- 
ary 24, to consider any matters relating to 
the program and promotion of the Schools. 
Any suggestions will be welcomed and will 
be carefully considered at this meeting. 
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Mid-year Staff Conference 


THE Field Workers of the Department of 
Christian Education will meet in confer- 
ence with Dr. Harper, the General Secre- 
tary, at Dayton, the week of February 23. 
Many applications have come from all sec- 
tions of the church for field work from this 
Department, and a schedule of dates will be 
arranged at this conference, and plans for 
the work of the coming months outlined. 





Home Missions 


Omer 8S. Thomas, Secretary 





NE of the most outstanding things from 

the home mission viewpoint at the Wash- 
ington Conference was the interlocking re- 
lationship of the home mission problem to 
foreign missions. Time after time, by both 
missionaries from foreign fields and by the 
native men from the fields, the fact of un- 
Christlike attitudes and living by America 
and Americans were shown to hinder the 
spread of the power and influence of the 
Christ. The world is being bound together 
more and more closely every day. Radic 
itself makes it possible for folks to hear 
across great spaces so that what goes on in 
one nation is soon known in every other 
nation. 

America, with her great divorce evil, her 
vast number of murders and lynchings, her 
disregard for law, her attempts at dividing 
class against class by emphasizing religious 
and racial differences, and even internation- 
al differences, and yet being called. a Chris- 
tian nation, cannot conceal these things 
from the non-Christian world who are not 
able to differentiate this sort of thing from 
Christianity and consequently she thus hin- 
ders the work of the missionary. 

More and more is the world coming to 
know what Jesus meant when he said that 
unless we become as little children we can- 
not enter into the Kingdom. The little child 
cares nothing for doctrine or theology, but 
he cannot be fooled when it comes to life. 
He knows the hypocrite at once. The same 
thing is true of the child races and of the 
pagan nations, if they are to have Christ 
interpreted to them it must be by living 
him rather than by telling about him. Be- 
cause America says to the world, “I am a 
Christian nation,” and then fails to show the 
Christ spirit in her national and group life, 
a foreign world looks on and says that 
Christianity is no better than her own re- 
ligions. 

No man or nations can give Christianity 
to the world or any part of it except by 
both teaching a'nd living it. The American 
churches are sending out a great army of 
missionaries to the lands across the seas 
and are backing them with millions of dol- 
lars and the prayers of thousands of church 
folks, but there is a backing that must be 
considered also and that is the backing of 
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a nation whose life needs to be more like 
that of Jesus. 

Our home mission task is a national task, 
but it is more than that; it is a world task, 
which, as the radio and the airplane de- 
velop, will constantly grow in its respon- 
sibility. The interlocking interests of our 
home and foreign mission work have come 
to be such that we are constantly coming to 
a bigger Kingdom vision and a deeper sense 
of having a place in Kingdom building, a 
sense which calls us to sacrifice and devo- 
tion to our whole missionary program. 


ao 


You do not get rid of trouble by running 
away from it.—James Freeman Clarke. 





E are getting ready to move the Con- 

vention Office to the new building, and 
we have a number of the printed proceed- 
ings of The American Christian Convention, 
held at Conneaut, Ohio, which ought to be 
in the libraries of our ministers and church 
members. Anyone desiring one of these 
books can have it for the cost of mailing. 
The average cost would be about ten cents. 
Send ten cents in stamps, with your name 
and post-office address, and one will be 
mailed to you. This only holds good up to 
the time of moving. Better send today. 


HE following question comes from one 
who really desires to know: “I want to 
know if a conference has any jurisdiction 
over. a local church, in the way of saying 
what it shall preach, or is the local church 
an independent church?” 


A conference has no such jurisdiction, un- 
less the local church created it, and a local 
church is independent until its independence 
is destroyed, or limited, by an action of its 
own. According to the New Testament plan, 
a local church is an independent unit. In 
apostolic times each church managed its 
own affairs independently of every cther, 
recognizing no human authority outside it- 
self. There were no associations, or federa- 
tions, of several churches under one ecclesi- 
astical judicatory. These early churches 
were united only by the ties of faith and 
works. The several churches founded by 
the apostles were parts of one spiritual 
brotherhood, yet they were each an inde- 
pendent community united by the principles 
of equality and individual liberty in Jesus 
Christ. The churches established by the 
apostles were supreme in their own domain, 
in all matters pertaining to their faith, and 
with absolute authority to regulate their 
own affairs, independent of any other local 
church, or an association of them. That 
independence, or liberty, in Jesus Christ 
holds today, and especially so in a brcther- 
hood of believers that lays very definite and 
particular emphasis upon the right of in- 
dividual interpretation of Scripture. The 


independence of a local church can be lim- 
ited only by such association with other 
churches as it may form, or by such obliga- 
tions as it may create. The fact of its in- 
dependence gives it the right te limit or 
regulate that liberty by its own acts. It 
has a right to combine, unite, federate, or 
associate itself with any number of other 
local churches in conference relationship, or 
to form an association or federation with 
other local churches for aggressive work in 
the Kingdom of God. Let it be understood 
that insofar as it combines or unites with 
other churches in conference or association 
relationship, just so far does it limit its 
independence and obligate itself to live in 
harmony with the life and character of 


such association. When a local church 
unites with others in an_ association 
governed in doctrine and conduct by 


an ecclesiastical head, by the act of 
association it binds itself to subscribe to 
such doctrine, and observe such practices as 
may from time to time be handed down 
from the ecclesiastical authority, and so 
long as it remains in such relationship, it is 
honor bound tc be true to the authority 
which it voluntarily accepted. When a local 
Christian Church, of its own free will and 
accord, unites with a Christian Conference, 
by such act it limits its independence to act 
as it may please, and obligates itself to 
live and act in harmony with the rules, reg- 
ulations, and requirements of the confer- 
ence. Such limitations and obligations, 
however, cannot apply to the interpretation 
of Scripture, for that would be interfering 
with the right of the individual to interpret 
the Scripture for himself. In the realm of 
faith, among the Christians, no man is to 
be called master. 


However, in the field of service, while a 
church is an independent unit, it is not a 
separated one. In the field of service there 
is no such thing as a church living inde- 
pendently, for no church liveth unto itself, 
and no church dieth unto itself. No one 
church can stand alone; churches are bound 
together by a common faith, a common re- 
lationship to Christ; a common law; a com- 
mon. hope; a common responsibility; a com- 
mon destiny; and they should, indeed they 
must, be bound together in a common task, 
and in a common field of service. The local 
church must touch and move with the local 
conference; the conference must touch and 
move with the General Convention; the Gen- 
eral Convention must touch and move with 
the Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ; the Federal Council must touch and 
move with the world organizations in the 
interest of the Kingdom of our Lord and 
his Christ. 

As to the matter of jurisdiction over the 
pulpit, I have never heard of a Christian 
Conference undertaking to control the ut- 
terance of the pulpit, or even suggest lines 
of doctrine. Conferences have suggested 
periods of time for certain things to be 
presented to the several churches in the 
membership—such as Missions, Christian 
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Education, Stewardship, Evangelism, etc., 
but never has there gone forth even so much 
as a suggestion that preachers should define 
baptism, explain the trinity, announce the 
time of “His coming,” or do any other such 
thing, and should they do such an useless 
thing, no preacher would give it heed; and 
yet every individual minister of any con- 
ference should recognize his obligation as a 
member of the conference in which he and 
his church have membership, and conduct 
himself according to the rules, practices, 
and principles cf the conference, and his 
teaching in accord with: the general teach- 
ing of the whole church. While we accord 
absolute independence in thought and utter- 
ance, we must not overlook the fact that 
we are admonished not to cause division. 
Paul writes very definitely concerning this. 
He says: “Now, I beseech you, brethren, 
mark them that are causing the divisions 
and occasions of stumbling, contrary to the 
doctrine which ye learned, and turn away 
from them.” Preachers should be careful 
not to disrupt a community, or cause a 
division in the church to which they 
minister. 





Woman’s Work 


Mrs. Emma S, Powers, 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





A New Society 
HE Bethlehem Church, Southern Wabash 
Illinois Conference, has a new society. 


We are glad to add this to our list. Mrs. 
Emma Loos, Sumner, Illinois, is the presi- 
dent of the new organization. 


Day of Prayer for Missions 
Friday, February 27 
AVE you made your preparations for 
the day? Programs, two cents per copy 
at Room 25. 


WE still have on sale: 


“Our Japanese Friends”............ 10 cents. 
“Boys and Girls in Japan”........ 15 cents. 
“America at Home” ............-...-- 15 cents. 
“New Adventures of Faith’”...... 5 cents. 


HE annual meeting of the Home Missions 

Council and Council of Women for Home 
Missions, which closed January 16, seemed, 
by common consent, to be considered the 
best meeting that these bodies have ever 
held. 

The motto, “The Love of Christ Con- 
straineth Us,” seemed to be reflected in ev- 
ery thought that was expressed. 

Outside of the actual business of the or- 
ganizations, the sessions were given over 
largely to inspirational addresses rather 
than to discussion. 

Such topics as “The New Conception of 
Home Missions,” “The Growing Spirit of 
Unity in Home Missons,” “The Outlook for 
Co-operative Work,” proved that the theme 
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for the meeting, “Facing the Fields Anew,” 
had been taken seriously. 

A service of rare beauty and tenderness 
was led by Dr. A. W. Anthony in memory 
of Dr. Charles L. Thompson, the late presi- 
dent of the Home Missions Council. 

Separate sessions of the two organizations 
were held, as well as joint sessions, detailed 
accounts of which will be given soon. 

These two organizations are focusing 
their efforts now upon two outstanding home 
mission conferences to be held this spring— 
one at Louisville, Ky., and the other at 
Dayton, Ohio. March 15, 16, and 17, is the 
time set for the Dayton conference. Watch 
for further announcement of these great in- 
terdenominational conferences. Dr. O. S. 
Thomas and Mrs. McD. Howsare of our 
Church are two of a committee of seven to 
arrange for this great Home Missions Con- 
ference in Dayton. 
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A Letter 
E have received a very interesting letter 
from Miss Laura Clemmer, one of our 
missionaries in the Southern Mountains. 
Miss Clemmer has been hindered in her 
work by many discouraging features. She 
has endured much, sacrificed much, and giv- 
en much of physical strength, until now she 
is forced to take a rest. But during this 
resting time her heart and mind are still 
occupied with her work, and she says she is 
trying to get some things accomplished that 
she could not find the time for before. Write 
her a letter and send reading material to 

her at Hillsville, Virginia. 


Order Soon 


China Picture Stories ............ 50 cents a set. 
Chinese House (cut out) —...000......... 25 cents. 
Hope of the World (pictures and 

| Ee 45 cents. 


Christ Before Pilate 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON FOR MARCH 1, 1925 
Matthew 27:11-31 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—He was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our in- 
iquities.—Isa. 58: 5. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 
Monday, February 23—Christ Before 
Pilate. Matt. 27:11-16. 
Tuesday, February 24—Christ Before 
the High Priest. John 18:19-24, 
Wednesday, February 25—Christ Before 
Herod. Luke 23:6-12. 
Thursday, February 26—A Vacillating 
Judge. Luke 23:13-25. 
Friday, February 27—Condemned to be 
Crucified, Mark 15:12-20. 
Saturday, February 28—Behold the 
Man. John 19:1-11. 


Sunday, March 1t—Despised and Re- 
jected. Isaiah 53:1-6. 








@ 
vv 





A SUGGESTION FOR THE SECRETARY 


“When our teaching period begun today 
every class was supplied with a teacher. Two 
of the regular teachers were absent owing 
to illness, but in each case they had ar- 
ranged with their assistants to take their 
places.” 


A Political Sop 


EARLY two thousand years ago it was 

an infernal nuisance, and the sulphur is 
still upon it. All any people, sovereign, or 
slave should ask is just plain, ordinary jus- 
tice. But to please the Jews the Roman 
authorities used to give them a yearly sop 
of surrendering to them one of their pris- 
oners. It may win a temporary favor, but 
the politician is despised for it. Sometimes 
in our day a’ constituency is given a sop in 
the form of an unfair appropriation, or the 
Roman Catholics or the Ku Klux Klans 
some special favor, or to the capitalists 
higher protection, or tc the laborers some 
undigested enactment. How much better 


to give to every prisoner a fair trial, and 
adequate sentence (or acquitted), and a fair 
opportunity for parole, and to every class 
the nearest approach to justice possible to 
conceive. Jesus and justice are still being 
put up against political sops. 
The Power of Patience 

What strength there is ofttimes in sealed 
lips! How easy to spit out our spites, and 
fight for our rights, and declare our im- 
portance. Jesus is being wronged and mis- 
understood and abused and lied about. But 
he opened not his mouth. No wonder the 
governcr marveled. If you could have had 
patience that time and not fought back and 
created division and strife, what a desola- 
tion you might have saved! In Canada 
just now three great denominations—the 
Presbyterians, the Methodist, and the Con- 
gregationalists—are joining together to 
form the United Church of Canada. Some 
anti-union Presbyterians are fighting most 
bitterly and in doing so dre accusing the 
Metrodists of almost everything from Mod- 
ernism to Fundamentalism. But with a 
matchless patience the Methodists are en- 
during it all and saying nothing, and they 
are causing the name and cause of Christ 
to be glorified. 
Envy 

What a contemptible thing it is, and to 
what lengths it will lead men, made in the 
image of God! The crowds were following 
the new preacher and were accepting his 
radical views. It will surely mean, tempo- 
rarily at least, loss of revenue and prestige 
tc the old school, and so for envy the old 
will offer up the new for crucifixion. The 
laboring man envies the man of means and 
would destroy his property, and even shout 
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for blood. Sometimes even a religious de- 
nomination will envy the start that another 
is getting in a new locality, and they will 
move in to crucify. 
Jesus or Barabbas 

Pilate, if he could do it without too much 
trouble to himself, would release Jesus, for 
his Roman sense of evidence told him that 
his prisoner was not guilty. Thus he 
selected the worst man he knew of in the 
prison. But the leaders agitated the mob to 
ask for Barabbas. The same mob would 
have asked for Jesus, had the leaders sug- 
gested his name. What a responsibility 
upon leaders, and particularly religious 
leaders. Religious fanaticism bereft of the 
spirit of Jesus, will go to any extent to gain 
its end. . 

But What About Jesus? 

Even when they have chosen Barabbas, 
Jesus has still to be dealt with. No choice 
can permanently put him to one side. Pilate 
had still to deal with Jesus and so had the 
Jews, and so have we. Jesus is before us, 
and if we choose another kind of life than 
the one into which he seeks to lead us, we 
have still to decide what we will do with 
him. Yes, we can crucify him in business, 
in politics, in social life, or we can enthrone 
him King of our lives. But it will be so 
much better in the first place to make him 
our choice. 

Water Will not Wash Away Weakness 

What is the world’s greatest sin? Prob- 
ably sins cannot be compared, but in this 
terrible trial scene envy and weakness stand 
out before us. After all, the Jews in their 
envy had something for which to stand or 
in which they were interested, but Pilate 
in his weakness was thinking only of him- 
self. And is that not ever true in weakness 
such as this? To be weak in dealing with 
Jesus is sin almost indescribable. How aw- 
ful to be weak, when we may have God’s 
omnipotence, for “all things are yours.” To 
wash our hands will not excuse us. It is 
not enough to say that the government is 
responsible for bootlegging, the capitalists 
for poor living conditions, the drunkard or 
gambler for his family’s plight, or the 
Oriental nations for their famines and death 
rate and darkness. We cannot thus wash 
our hands of responsibility. How weak it 
looks to try! 

His Blood on Us and Our Children 

How easily, carelessly said, but how ter- 
ribly cruel! If you reject Jesus and crucify 
him, the children of your home also will 
suffer with you. This is not arbitrary, it is 
inevitable. A man is considered a brute to 
maim his child with a club; but what if he 
bruises his soul by his rejection of Jesus? 


Is the World Getting Worse? 


Look at those soldiers torturing their un- 
resisting victim. There may be some awful 
scenes where detectives are dealing with 
supposed criminals, but after their convic- 
tion present-day civilization has not scenes 
like this. 
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The Cost of Friendliness 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR MARCH 1, 1925 
John 15:13, 14; 1 Sam. 20:1-4, 16-42; 2 Sam. 1:26 (Consecration Meeting) 
BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 


Have one of the girls of the society give a brief 
talk on the theme, “What Friendship for Naomi Cost 
Ruth.” Have one of the young men give a four- 
minute talk on the subject, ‘‘What Friendship for 
David Cost Jonathan.” Ask another young man to 
give a four-minute talk on the subject, “What Friend- 
ship for Let Cost Abraham.” 


Discussions on the Daily Readings 


Monday—Friendliness Costs Time. Acts 18: 24-28. 
How did the friendship of Aquila and Priscilla for 
Apollo cost them time? 

Tuesday—Friendliness Costs Sacrifice, John 15:13- 
17. Give some illustrations from everyday life show- 
ing how friendship costs sacrifice. 

Wednesday—Friendliness Costs Service. Luke 10: 
38-42. In what way does this little picture reveal the 
fact that friendliness costs service? 

Thursday—Friendliness Costs Charity. 1 Peter 4:8. 
Why does friendliness cost charity? 

Friday—Friendliness Costs Understanding. Job 
19: 13-21. Why were not Job’s friends true to him in 
the time of his calamity? 

Saturday—Friendliness Costs Sympathy. Prov. 11: 
13. What evidence of sympathy do you find in this 
verse? 


Thoughts on the Theme 

OHN 15:13. “Greater love hath no man 

than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends.” 

When we read of instances of men laying 
down their lives in one supreme sacrifice for 
a friend, our hearts are thrilled and stirred 
and we cry out, Is not that wonderful! Is 
not that glorious! And yet all about us, 
moving by our side in the common walks and 
tasks of every day, are mothers and fathers 
who are laying down their lives for their 
children, and less often, perhaps, there are 
friends who are laying down their lives in 
daily sacrifice for another with a sacrifice 
as great if not greater than that of the one 
who flung his physical life in one great of- 
fering on the altar of sacrifice. We do not 
have to go out of the well-beaten path of 
everyday life in order to find opportunities 
for laying down our lives on the altar of 
friendliness. 

14. Obedience to the commandments of 
Christ will inevitably lead to sacrifice, and 
sacrifice made for his sake, and out of love 
for him is the high road to this friendship. 

1 Sam. 20: 1-4; 16-42. No more beautiful 
example of human friendship is to be found 
than the friendship of this high, noble- 
minded prince of the realm for the shepherd 
boy David. A friendship so great that Jon- 
athan, with eyes wide open to the fact that 
this shepherd boy was to take the throne 
which naturally would fall to him as the eld- 
est son of the reigning king, stood loyally by 
him and befriended him and delivered him 
from the king’s murderous anger at the risk 
of his own life. It cost Jonathan the favor 
of his father and eventually it cost him his 
throne, but he paid the price gladly out of 
love for his friend David. : 

2 Sam. 1:26. “I am distressed for thee, 
my brother Jonathan: very pleasant hast 
thou been unto me: thy love to me was won- 


derful, passing the love of women.” David’s 
love for Jonathan cost him bitter tears and 
deep sorrow. I am very sure that there 
must have been in the life of David many 
days when he wished that his friend Jona- 
than could become the king and he, his 
counselor, adviser, general, friend. How 
much his love for Jonathan may have had to 
do with his sparing the life of Jonathan’s 
father when he had him so completely in his 
power, we may never know. David’s friend- 
ship for Jonathan cost him more of sorrow, 
anxiety, and grief than we know. 


By Way of Illustration 


“I would rather have a good friend,” said 
Socrates, “than all other objects of ambition 
put together.” 

The glory of life is to love, not to be 
loved; to give, not to get; to serve, not to 
be served. . . the way to get is to give... 
It is never given to a man to be wise in the 
true and noble sense until he is carried out 
of himself in the purifying passion of love 
or the generosity of friendship. The self- 
centered cannot keep friends even when he 
makes them.—Hugh Black. 

One great advantage of friendship is its 
tendency to make a person like the one he 
loves. Even a good book uplifts the char- 
acter; how much more a good friend!— 
Peloubet’s Notes. 

Friendship is kept and cherished by little 
acts of love, by mutual helpfulness, by 
dwelling on the virtues rather than the 
faults of friends, by mutual service in some 
noble cause, by love of God.—Ibid. 

“If I have not succeeded in my friend- 
ships,” says Thoreau in his journal, “it was 
because I demanded more of them, and did 
not put up with what I could get; and I got 
no more partly because I gave so little.” 


Antithenes used to wonder at those who 
were curious, in buying but an earthen dish, 
to see that it had no cracks or inconveni- 
ences, and yet would be careless in the choice 
of friends—to take them with the flaws of 
vice.—Feltham. 


It is better to decide a difference between 
our enemies, than our friends; for one of 
our friends will most likely become our ene- 
my; but on the other hand, one of our ene- 
mies will probably become our friend.—Bias. 


Namertes was on an embassy, when one 
told him he was a happy man in having so 
many friends, and asked him if he knew 
any certain way to try whether a man had 
many real friends or not. Namertes replied, 
“Adversity.” 


For Reading or Recitation 
Brother and friend, the world is wide, 
But I care not whether there be 
The soothing song of a summer tide 
Or the thrash of a wintry sea, 
If but through shimmer and storm you bide 
Brother and friend to me. 


Brother and friend, the dear home days 
Lie low on a fading shore; 

But with buried fault and garnered praise 
We look to the days before, 

And bear in our hands o’er all life’s ways 
The best of the fruit they bore. 


And never alone have I had to stand 
To face what the fates might send, 

Nor leaned for help in a weary land 
On a reed that the winds might bend; 

For my hand reached out till it grasped your hand 
And held it—brother and friend. 


So, as we tread life’s hills of pain, 
Its levels of common need 

Face its worst and best, find its loss and gain, 
Let this stand in our creed; 

We are each the other’s—heart, hand, and brain- 
By the love that is love indeed. > 


Brother and friend, the world is wide, 
But I care not whether there be 
The soothing song of a summer tide 
Or the thrash of a wintry sea, 
If but through shimmer and storm you bide 
Brother and friend to me. 
—Percy C. Ainsworth. 


For Discussion 


What should guide us in the choice of friends? 

Name some things we should put into our friend- 
ships in order that they may be worth while, 

What is the limit of friendship’s sacrifice? 

* you think that true friendship ever counts the 
cost? 

What is the test of real friendship? 

What is the value of true friendship? 


Aunty Cinnamon’s House Catches Fire 


A Story 


BY REV. FRANK H. GARDNER 
Copyright Reserved 


IRE! Fire! Fire!” It was Teddy Bear 
running through the forest and shout- 
ing at the top of his voice. 

Aunty Cinnamon Bear, who lived alone 
on the outskirts of Pine Tree Forest, had 
awakened from her long winter nap one day 
in early April and had started a fire in her 
stove to take the chill from the house. 
Whether the soot had fallen and collected 
or just what had occasioned it, no one ever 
could imagine, but her chimney had caught 
fire and the sparks were falling merrily 
upon her roof. True, indeed, there was a lit- 
tle snow still remaining on it, but there 
were several bare patches and these were 
catching fire now and then for a moment or 
two. 

Teddy Bear had been out for a good stroll 
through the country and when he ¢ame. to 


the top of the hill he saw the blaze from the 
chimney and rushed through the wood 
arousing the people and calling for help. It 
was not many minutes before quite a com- 
pany was gathered with their big birch 
pails ready for action. 

Bert Wolf had a splendid well of water 
and every one knew, so long as he could 
remember, that it had never gone dry. It 
was but natural, then, that the water line 
should form from his well down the hill to 
the home which now was blazing in several 
places upon the roof. 

Teddy acted as chief for the occasion and 
gave the word for them to draw the water 
and pass it from one to another just as they 
had lined up. 

Everything was in perfect working order, 
and the first pail of water was just being 
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thrown upon the fire, when Bert came out 
and in a gruff way ordered them away from 
his well. 

“You would draw it dry in no time,” he 
said, “and I would be in a pretty fix all the 
spring and summer without any water in 
my well.” 

Teddy tried to reason with him and so 
did others and some of them even threat- 
ened to take the water by violence. 

Just below Aunty Cinnamon, only a little 
farther down the hill, lived old Timmie 
Bear. When he saw what was taking place 
he told Teddy that he had a spring of water 
just back of his house that they were wel- 
come to use, although it was only two or 
three feet deep. They could use it as long as 
it lasted and surely there would be nothing 
lost even though they did not save the house. 

In three minutes’ time the water line had 
swung round and they were dipping the wa- 
ter from Timmie’s spring. It looked like 
about twenty pails of water would empty the 
little barrel, for really that was all it was— 
a barrel with its head and bottom both out 
and set down in the ground. For a full 
half hour the men drew from the spring and 
the boys on the roof kept shouting, “Let 
‘em come, we're gaining.” 

The water went gradually down in the 
barrel until at last they commenced to get 
considerable mud with their dipping. Then 
Teddy seized a shovel and very rapidly 
threw out a lot of mud and water. Deeper 
and deeper he went and it was almost im- 
possible to keep up to the stream that was 
coming in. He called for another shovel and 
helper and a constant stream of mud and 
water poured out of the little spring. 

They managed to sink the hole almost 
three feet when they pulled out a big slab 
of slate. A stream of water poured up that 
filled the barrel again and overflowed the 
ground. Dip as fast as they could, the 
spring still overflowed and in fifteen min- 
utes more there was a wild shout from the 
wood people announcing that the fire was 
out and they had saved the house. 

Aunty Cinnamon’s house was pretty well 
soaked, but she had nothing in it that the 
water would spoil. Most of the shingles 
were burnt, but aside from the severe wet- 
ting and the burning of the roof here and 
there, the damage was very trifling. 

Timmie’s spring still overflowed all that 
day and indeed did all the time the bears 
lived in the forest. 

At the coming of the white man they put 
a dam across the little brook which flowed 
from the spring and made a large reservoir 
of water from which they now supply the 
mills and villages that exist under the 
shadow of this very famous forest. 

The same noon of the day of the fire Bert 
Wolf went to draw a pail of water for his 
dinner. After lifting the cover he beheld 
to his great astonishment the bare white 
stones which were at the bottom of his well. 
He looked and looked and even took a pole 
and sounded to make sure what he saw was 
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really true. Not a drop of water in his well! 
Fortuantely for him he had saved some in 
the house and he thought that no doubt it 
would be filled again by night or at the 
longest by the next morning. But the next 
day, the next week, and even the next 
month gave no more signs of water. Day 
after day he trudged down the hill to get 
his water from Timmie’s spring. To tell 
the story quickly, never again did the white 
stones at the bottom of his well ever receive 
or see enough water to cover themselves. 
Grandfather Grizzly said that when Ted- 
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dy dug out Timmie’s barrel that morning 
that he tapped the same spring which fed 
Bert’s well and the water found its lower 
place in the barrel spring which fed Bert’s 
well and the barrel spring where it has 
flowed for many a year since. 

* a ~ * * 

A very wise man told his people many 
generations ago that there was that which 
withholdeth more than is meet, which tend- 
eth toward poverty, while the liberal soul 
should be made fat. 

Pottersville, Massachusetts. 


Communications 


Never Better 


The Christian Annual is fine. Never bet- 
ter than now. -Have been looking over it, 
and find many things which indicate prog- 
ress on the part of the Christian Church. 
Not least among them the new program of 
religious education and the new emphasis on 
evangelism and the new methods. While I 
do not think the old-time preaching evangel- 
ism will altogether pass, yet I do believe 
that an educational evangelism must come to 
occupy a larger place in our church pro- 
grams. 

FREDERICK COOPER. 

Truro, Iowa. 


The Evangelistic Commission in Seattle 


I am writing concerning the recent visit 
of the Federal Council’s Evangelistic Com- 
mission to the city of Seattle. As far as my 
observation goes, I have seen no definite 
movement so productive of good on a large 
scale in the religious life of the people here. 
There are various evidences of a forward 
movement in the churches that may be 
traced generally, or in part, to the visit of 
these capable and devoted men who gave of 
themselves so liberally during their short 
stay in Seattle. 

The church at Dover, the Christian 
Church, and that Greater Church of Jesus 
Christ to which Dr. Helfenstein is minister- 
ing in this broad and effectual manner—all 
have much reason to appreciate his loyal 
service. The inspiration which he is receiv- 
ing from the work will return to Dover and 
the Church at large, and the memory of his 
visit will abide as an inspiration and bene- 
diction with the churches along the Pacific 
Coast. 

Only those in personal touch with Dr. 
Goodell and his helpers can appreciate the 
largeness of their accomplishments, and the 
vital part of the work done by Dr. Helfen- 
stein. During the two days in Seattle, he 
spoke at least seven times to large and ap- 
preciative audiences. Dr. Goodell is using 
his men according to their ability, and that 
means that Dr. Helfenstein gets little rest. 
There is a gripping interest in his message 
that quickens even the most devoted to a 
new enthusiasm for the Master’s work. How 
the folks in Dover would rejoice if they could 
hear the thrill in his voice as he relates 
what they have done there in recent years. 

May I say in conclusion that, although 
my name is not now on the roll of the Chris- 
tian Church, I found my present church 
home without a surrender of the Principles 
I learned in the Christian Church. The de- 
nomination with which I am now affiliated 
is one of the most influential, yet it did not 
object to my bringing those Principles with 
me. The ideals for which the Christian 


Church has always stood are rapidly becom- 
ing the common property of this and all oth- 
er denominations. Of this fact there is no 
better evidence than the visit of Dr. Good- 
ell’s party to the cities of the Pacific Coast 
and elsewhere, unless it is, perhaps, the wel- 
come with which they are received, no mat- 
ter what the denominations they represent. 
O. D. STODDARD. 
Seattle, Washington. 


“Universities, Fraternities, and Prohibition” 


The leading editorial in the February 5 
issue of The Herald should certainly com- 
mand the careful reading from all persons 
who are interested in higher education. 

“The Plastic Age,” by Percy Marks, copy- 
righted in 1924, is a bald expose of the very 
conditions you write about in your editorial, 
and of which Judge Stolen speaks. Educa- 
tors and ministers are slow to believe these 
things are true. It is said that Marks was 
dismissed by the board from the faculty of 
Brown for writing his book. 

Yesterday Dr. Augustus O. Thomas, State 
Commissioner of Education of Maine, ad- 
dressing the teachers of York and Cumber- 
land counties, said, “The automobile, the 
moving picture, jazz music, and the fancy 
steps which were swept out of the Barbary 
Coast ten or fifteen years ago, make it al- 
most impossible for the youth of the present 
day to escape the snares and pitfalls which 
lie around them.” And again, “The youth 
of today are not responsible for present con- 
ditions, for they have been brought on by 
the elders, and children are but victims of 
circumstances. Adult life needs to be 
cleaned up and higher moral standards need 
to be established.” 

With some educators now telling us that 
it is profitable for only a limited number of 
youth to attend college, and many parents 
honestly fearing that a college course will 
either begin or foster low moral standards 
in the lives of their boys and girls, it seems 
high time for us to take stock. Of course 
smug and complaisant educators will be the 
first to object to turning on the light, as 
vested interests are always the first to 
squeal when any proposal is made better to 
adjust economic conditions. 

H. R. CLEM. 


Fall River, Massachusetts. 
o 


The man who recognizes new duties above 
those he has been taught to observe, who 
sees, beyond the circle of conventional obli- 
gation, the dim forms of new claimants on 
his heart and service, is a moral innovator, 
an enlarger of human life. How many such 
have still to arise!—Cotter Morrison. 
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The Children 


The Ambitious Mouse 


If all the world were candy 
And the sky were frosted cake, 
Oh, it would be a splendid job 
For a mouse to undertake! 


To eat a path of sweetmeats 
Through candy forest aisles— 
Explore the land of Peppermint 
Stretched out for miles and miles. 


To gobble up a cloudlet, 
A little cup-cake star, 

To swim a lake of liquid sweet 
With shores of chocolate bar. 


But, best of all the eating, 
Would be the toothsome fat, 
Triumphant hour of mouse-desire, 
To eat a candy cat! 
—John Farrar, in “Songs for 
Parents,” Yale University Press. 


The Washington Birthday Party 


ARL and Emily Herren were much ex- 

cited over the Washington Birthday 
party, for they had between them a wonder- 
ful secret. They were going to dress like 
George and Martha Washington and tell 
stories to the other children and afterwards 
help pass the refreshments. These would 
be ice cream with a chocolate hatchet in 
the middle and cherries sent all the way 
from California. 
_ The three-cornered hat for Carl had al- 
ready come from the city and was stored 
away in the wardrobe upstairs, but the dress- 
maker did not finish the rest of the cos- 
tumes until the afternoon of the party. 

Emily and Carl went to the dressmaker’s 
house early that afternoon and put the big 
package on their sled. Then they started 
for home as fast as they could go. Since 
there had been a thaw and a freeze the day 
before, the streets were slippery, and sliding 
down the hills was great fun. Carl sat in 
front to guide, and Emily sat behind, hold- 
ing the package in her lap. 

They passed a boy and a girl walking 
along the road and talking so earnestly that 
they did not even look up when Carl guided 
the sled around them. 

“IT do wish that we could go to the party, 
George,” the little girl was saying. 

“T do, too, but my trousers are nothing 
but patches and your dress is faded.” 

Carl and Emily heard no more because 
the sled reached the top of another hill and 
swept down it with a swoop. 

“George Keller and his sister Martha 
can’t go to the party because they have 
nothing to wear,” Carl said when the sled 
had finally come to a stop. 

“That must be the reason why they never 
come to Sunday-school,” said Emily, 
thoughtfully. 

“IT don’t suppose it would do to tell them 
they could wear our best clothes,” suggested 
Carl. 

“No, it wouldn’t,” his sister answered. 


Then Carl looked at Emily, and Emily 
looked at Carl. There was a way, but they 
did not want to think about it. Carl picked 
up the sled rope, and they started for home. 


But all of a sudden Emily stopped. “I’m 
going to let Martha wear my Martha Wash- 
ington dress,” she said, with a little catch 
in her voice, for it was hard to give up the 
chance of wearing the pretty flowered dress 
and of powdering her hair. “I’ll take it to 
her now.” 

“Ill go with you and give the George 
Washington suit to George. He and 
Martha can tell the stories just as well as 
you and I could,” said Carl. 


They turned around and started to go 
up the long hill to the Keller home. The 
hill was slippery and hard to climb, but at 
last, much out of breath, they turned into 
the Keller yard. George and Martha were 
just at the door of the house. 


“Here are the suit and the dress,” Carl 
called to them. Then he stopped, not know- 
ing what to say next. 

“This is a Martha Washington dress and 
this is a George Washington suit,” Emily 
said, and began to untie the package. “We 
want you to wear them.” 

“To the party?” asked Martha, much 
astonished. 

“Yes, to the party. You are to tell the 
story about the cherry tree, and George 
is to tell about the colt. Then you must 
help pass the ice cream. It has hatchets 
in the middle and cherries that came from 
California. Will you?” 

“Oh, of course we will!’ Martha cried, 
delightedly. 

‘“Meet us at the corner by the drug store,” 
said Emily. 

“T’ll bring you the hat that goes with the 
costume,” Carl added to George. 


That evening the four children met at 
the corner and George put on the little 
three-cornered hat that had come from the 
city. Together they climbed the steps of 
the house where the party was. When they 
went into the living room the children 
laughed and shouted: “Look at Martha and 
George!” 

“Martha and George are dressed up like 
Martha and George Washington!” ex- 
claimed the youngest girl in the rcom. Then 
everybody laughed again. 

“Why, I never thought of that,” Emily 
whispered to her brother. 

“T didn’t think of it, either,” Carl whis- 
pered back. “Aren’t you glad that we did 
if7” 

Emily nodded her curly head happily. 
“Doesn’t Martha look sweet in that dress? 
And with his hair powdered George looks 
exactly like George Washington. Sh! 
Martha’s beginning my—her story.”— 
Youth’s Companion. 


Earning a Supper 
BiRDS don’t ever have to work except to 
build a nest sometimes, do they, Uncle 
Jimmy?” asked Jerry, as he lay beside 
Uncle Jimmy on the white sand of the ocean 
beach and lazily watched the great white 
gulls circling over the deep blue water. 

“Don’t they?” said Uncle Jimmy. “If 
you want plain facts, young man, those gulls 
out there will work harder for their meal 
than you will.” 

“Oh, just catching fish!” said Jerry a 
trifle scornfully. “Maybe birds would call 
that work, but a boy would call it just fun.” 

“Yes, I call fishing fun, but maybe I 
wouldn’t if I had to dive head first into the 
water after the fish. I’ve been watching 
those gulls get their meals for a good many 
days now, and they aren’t doing sco much 
fishing. Let’s go over to those big rocks. 
We'll walk out on them if they’re not too 
slippery. The tide is low now, and there’s 
no danger of a wetting. There’s where 
we’re likely to see some gulls working for 
their supper.” 

Jerry followed Uncle Jimmy to the great 
masses of reddish-brown rock, still glisten- 
ing from the flood of the now ebbing tide, 
which rose out of the water. They climbed 
up and down upon them until they reached 
a point where the rocks were well sur- 
rounded by water. Here they found a pro- 
tected seat in a cleft of the rock. 

“See those shells down there?” asked 
Uncle Jimmy, pointing to the rocks a short 
distance below them. “Those are tiny shell- 
fish, Now we must keep so still that the 
gulls will never suspicion that we are here. 
Then we'll see what they do. Look right 
over there on the shore now. See that gull 
picking something up?” 

Jerry nodded. 

“Tt’s a stone,” informed Uncle Jimmy. 

“What does a gull want with a stone?” 
asked Jerry. 

“That’s just what you’re going to see.” 

Now the great white gull was circling 
in the air nearer and nearer to the rock 
which was covered with the small shellfish. 
Then suddenly, punk! down came the stone 
upon the fish, and, following the stone, the 
great gull swooped down and began eating 
contentedly. 

“Why, he threw the stone at those fish 
to break the shells, so’s he could eat the 
fish, didn’t he?” cried Jerry. 

“That’s exactly what he did, and if we 
wait long enough we’ll see another stone 
dropped and another and another for the 
same purpose. That is too good a feast for 
the gulls to pass by.” 

“T can’t see how they know enough te do 
it,” said Jerry. 

“The One who made gulls as well as boys 
has seen to it that these, as well as all his 
other creatures, have the wisdom to get a 
good living from the table he has spread 
before them,” said Uncle Jimmy, softly.— 
—Sunday School Times. 


ee 
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From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND LETTER 


RHODE ISLAND AND MASSACHUSETTS 
CONFERENCE 


Fall River, February 7—The forty-fourth 
anniversary of the Christian Endeavor so- 
ciety was observed with appropriate services 
at the North Christian Church during En- 
deavor Week. A birthday party was held in 
the vestry of the church on the evening of 
the second, and an enjoyable time was spent. 
This being the pastor’s birthday, the mem- 
bers of the society took the opportunity of 
expressing to Mr. Bodman in a very tangi- 
ble way their appreciation of the good work 
he is doing among the young people of our 
church and community. On Thursday eve- 
ning, February 6, the weekly prayer meet- 
ing of the society was conducted by the 
prayer-meeting committee. The pledge was 
presented in its various phases by several 
members of the society and an address, “The 
Building of the Kingdom,” was given by 
Henry A. Adams of the Y. M. C. A.— 
CHURCH CORRESPONDENT. 


West Mansfield—The church at West 
Mansfield held its annual meeting on Jan- 
uary 12. The various reports showed prog- 
ress during the past year and a promising 
outlook for the coming year. During the 
first six months of the year, when the pulpit 
was supplied by one of the best preachers 
in a neighboring town, the average attend- 
ance at the church service was nine, and 
nine or ten at Sunday-school. In the four 
months that Rev. Guy T. Walters has been 
resident pastor, the average church attend- 
ance has been forty-three and that of the 
Sunday-school forty-five. The church budget 
has been fully subscribed. All the organi- 
zations had satisfactory financial reports. 
An interesting report was gven by the Will- 
ing Workers Mission Circle, a group of 
eighth-grade girls, which was organized 
about one year ago under the leadership of 
Mrs. Lena Hunter. They have had many 
activities, among them sending cards to a 
leper colony and helping to fill a Christmas 
box for the children of a mission school in 
India. A rising vote of thanks was given to 
the Sunday-school superintendent, Mr. F. C. 
Ring, for his loyal, faithful, and prompt 
services. Various plans for church work 
were discussed, which may develop later.— 
Mrs. G. H. RICHMOND. 


The second quarterly group meeting will 
be held at Acushnet (Perry Hill) on Satur- 
day afternoon and evening, March 21, from 
three o’clock to seven. Theme, “How Can I 
Be a Christian in Our Christian Church?” 
Among the speakers will be Rev. H. R. Clem 
and Rev. A. L. Schoning.—B. 


Fall River—The Field Secretary expects 
to visit several Christian Endeavor socie- 
ties during the coming six weeks. Rev. L. 
B. Smith, of Swansea, will supply the pulpit 
of the North Christian Church during his 
absence.—E. J. B. 


Swansea—In the Swansea Center Church, 
a very enjoyable community social was held 
Monday, February 2. The young people, 
under the direction of Miss Ida Cole, chair- 
man of the Church School social committee, 
offered several entertaining stunts and mus- 
ical selections, after which games and re- 
freshments were participated in by all.—L. 
B. SMITH. 


Pastors and lay representatives of eight 
churches in the conference met with Rev. 
McD. Howsare in the First Church, Fall 
River, February 2. At the morning session 
of the institute the Executive Secretary out- 


lined the denominational plan of evangelism. 
Details and methods of campaigns were dis- 
cussed in the afternoon. Twenty-four per- 
sons attended the conference. Mr. How- 
sare’s program was heartily endorsed by all 
present.—L. B. SMITH. 

E. J. BoDMAN, Field Secretary. 


ROCKINGHAM CONFERENCE 


Kittery Point, Me., February 3—Rev. 
Mark H. Turner, the new pastor of our 
church, was very much surprised recently 
when a number of his friends (about thirty) 
ovened his front door and invited them- 
sei'ves in to spend the cvening with l..1 and 
Mrs. Turner. At first he could only ieok in 
amazement and wonder what next. After 
all were heartily welcomed and made thor- 
ougily at home :; fine program was _ pre- 
sented, W. H. Emcry acting as master of 
cereigonics. A’ tho conclusion of the pro- 
gram the church civ.k made a few remarks 
on the importance of woman’s help ir our 
national, State, social and church work, of 
the interest they had taken in securing our 
new pastor, and, in behalf of the Ladies’ 
Sewing Bee, prescnted Mr. Turner a fine 
umbrella in honor of his coming birthday 
which was Sunday, February 1. Mr. 
Turner very tenderly and heartily responded 
to the same, expressing his pleasure at hav- 
ing so many cali on him at once, and also 
his sincere thanks and appreciation of their 
kindness to him in his new field of labor. 
Refreshments were very generously served 
to all, after which a pleasant hour was 
spent in social chat, very pleasingly inter- 
spersed with a little jazz, and at a reason- 
able hour the happy party bade our host 
and hostess good night, wishing him many 
happy returns of the day.—AMEE. 


ILLINOIS 


Enfield, February 6—We closed a two and 
a half weeks’ meeting with Pleasant Union 
Christian Church, February 2, with Rev. 
Mathie Foley, of the M. E. Church, as help- 
er. Brother Foley did some good preaching. 
They had not had preaching for six months 
and the church was in a low state spiritual- 
ly. Since the meeting the church is in bet- 
ter condition spiritually than before as 
troubles of three years’ standing were set- 
tled and a better feeling of brotherly love 
and friendship exists. We are praying that 
God will remove every hindering cause.—J. 
D. WIGGINS. 


Fiatt, February 9—The church and Sun- 
day-school work moves along steadily. This 
is our second year here as a resident pastor, 
and we hope to make some real advance- 
ment with all the departments of the church 
during the next seven months. The base- 
ment of the church has been enlarged, and a 
new furnace installed, which made a great 
improvement for this cold winter. In the 
spring we expect to have the interior of the 
church redecorated and otherwise improved. 
We had the pleasure of having Rev. J. B. 
Speaker call and see us. Brother Speaker 
is the new pastor of the Olive Chapel. His 
work is doing well, especially among the 
young people of the community. Rev. L. M. 
Leavitt, our conference mission secretary, 
is looking after the pastorless churches of 
the Western Illinois Conference. He has re- 
cently moved into the vicinity of Lewistown 
and is supplying the pulpit there half time. 
We are in great need of pastors in this con- 
ference. Industry and Marietta are both 
needing pastors. Both pastorates are lo- 
cated in towns. The one has a good par- 
sonage. Who will answer the call, “Come 
over into Macedonia and help us?” Rev. L. 
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M. Leavitt, of Lewistown, would be pleased 
to hear from any of our ministers desiring 
to make a change in their pastorates who 
would be willing to locate with some of our 
churches.— ROBINSON ASHBY. 


Pomona, January 31—Our revival at Mt. 
Pleasant Christian Church recently closed. 
There were twelve converted and twelve uni- 
ted with the church. Rev. Thomas Jones, 
the pastor, and Rev. Morris F. Gilbert, evan- 
gelist, conducted the meeting. Brother Gil- 
bert’s heart and mind are in the work. He 
preached the plain old-fashioned Holy Ghost 
religion. He does not preach easy, flowery, 
ear-tickling sermons. The meeting was a 
great spiritual uplift to the church. Brother 
Gilbert took a great interest in the children 
while he was here. He had a junior choir. 
It was wonderful how he taught the little 
ones to sing. He also organized a junior 
class the last night of the meeting. Brother 
Gilbert gained many friends while here and 
his many friends were sorry of his depar- 
ture.—W. E. JACKSON. 


INDIANA 


Argos, February 9—Our church here was 
without a pastor for: several weeks during 
the holidays until January 4, when Rev. A. 
M. Hainer, of Portsmouth, N. H., came to 
assist us in a two weeks’ revival meeting. 
After Brother Hainer was with us a week 
the church extended a call to him, which he 
accepted, and his family followed in a few 
days and they are now permanently located. 
The Crescent Club and Ladies’ Aid have 
redecorated the parsonage, and as soon as 
Brother Hainer’s goods arrive they will be 
cozily domiciled. On Wednesday evening, 
January 27, the members and friends of the 
church held an informal reception and pro- 
vision shower on our new pastor and his 
family in which he received many gifts in 
provisions and which he and his good wife 
greatly appreciated. Our church here has 
taken on new life and, under the gospel 
preaching and the leadership of a pastor 
like Brother Hainer, we hope to accomplish 
much good for our church, community, and 
the Kingdom. Brother Hainer is giving a 
series of sermons on Sunday evening on 
“Prophecy” and Sunday evening, February 
8, the church was filled to capacity and fold- 
ing chairs were placed in the aisles and rear 
to accommodate the audience. Men and 
women who have not given much time and 
attention to church are coming regularly 
to hear these discourses, and the whole 
church is being lifted to a higher plane of 
living and endeavor by his preaching. All 
the auxiliaries of the church are taking on 
new life and we are hoping, trusting, and 
praying that all will result in bringing our 
church and community to a higher spiritual 
plane and thus enable us to be of greater 
influence in promoting the Kingdom of heav- 
en here on earth.—REPORTER. 


Muneie, February 10—We have just 
closed a Kingdom Enlistment Week cam- 
paign at the First Christian Church which 
resulted in twenty-five additions to the 
church membership, and others signed for 
membership, but could not be present last 
Sunday. Rev. H. H. Short, of Hagerstown, 
Indiana, came to our assistance and direct- 
ed the campaign with efficiency and enthusi- 
asm. We were handicapped in not having a 
larger number of efficient workers for team 
work, but those we had did fine work in a 
most untiring way. Interest grew from the 
first, as did the attendance at the evening 
services. Last Sunday, the last day of the 
campaign, we had 144 present in the Sun- 
day-school and good audiences at both the 
morning and evening service. A group of 
twenty-three united with the church at the 
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morning service and two at the evening 
hour. The number included heads of fami- 
lies, business men, and young people. Be- 
sides there were a number of decisions for 
Christ. Others will unite next Sunday. 
Brother Short made a fine impression, did 
real efficient work, endeared himself to the 
people, and his sermons were well received. 
Brother Short has a fine grasp of the King- 
dom Enlistment idea and method, is a good 
preacher, a real companionable brother to 
work with, is becomingly dignified in his 
bearing and procedure, and any pastor 
should count himself fortunate in securing 
his assistance for a Kingdom Enlistment 
Week campaign. There are many features 
in the plan which are primarily helpful, out- 
side of the preaching service, one of which 
is the fellowship and co-operation on the 
part of the workers, and the noon hour 
luncheon bringing the group into the rela- 
tion of a family circle. Our people are 
pleased with the results of the campaign, 
and the work now seems to be in a more 
substantial condition than since the building 
years ago. I would suggest to those expect- 
ing to put on the campaign to use six or 
eight weeks in preparatory work, keeping 
the subject before the people in sermons, 
prayer meetings, prayer circles, and gather- 
ing of names. The writer feels that the 
campaign here has created a new condition 
of opportunity in locating material and dis- 
covering conditions surrounding it. The 
work may be brought to best fruition by 
following up the campaign with personal 
work with those whose interest was awak- 
ened but whose membership and full c0-op- 
eration were not secured.—MURDOCK W. 
BUTLER, Pastor. 


IOWA 


Cranston, February 10—On the evening 
of February 8 we closed a three weeks’ 
meeting with the Oak Grove Christian 
Church, of Union Christian Conference, and 
the U. B. Church at Cranston. The meet- 
ings were opened January 18 by Rev. F. M. 
Strange, of Barnes City. He took charge 
of the preaching services until Tuesday 
night when the pastor of the Oak Grove 
Church, Rev. S. Walton Faye, arrived to go 
on with the meetings. He had charge of 
the preaching services from then on, with 
Rev. E. L. Schaffer, pastor of the U. B. 
Church, ably assisting him in the after serv- 
ices, with the exceptions of three or four 
nights when Rev. E. L. Schaffer exchanged 
places with him. Mrs. M. C. Thomas, from 
Des Moines, who is an evangelistic singer 
and also an ordained minister, gave us a 
splendid sermon on the last Saturday eve- 
ning of our meetings. She took charge of 
the song services and also favored us with 
solos during the meetings. Her work was 
very much appreciated by all those who 
were privileged to hear her and work with 
her. Several other musical numbers were 
presented by members of the churches. The 
people from the two churches united to- 
gether as one body in their work of creat- 
ing the revival spirit which was carried on, 
half time at each church. We believe that 
these meetings have been a great spiritual 
help to both churches and the surrounding 
community as a whole. These meetings 
were well attended each night considering 
the fact that bad roads prevailed during 
the last week of the meetings. There were 
four or five converted during these meetings 
and others almost persuaded. May God’s 
blessings rest upon them and help them to 
take the step forward that will mean so 
much to their lives. There were twenty or 
more young people in a consecration meeting 
who consecrated their lives to the work of 


the “Church of Tomorrow.” On February 
1, we had union Sunday services at the 
Cranston U. B. Church with a large number 
in attendance. This was also “Visitation 
Sunday.” The men of the two churches met 
in the afternoon and: visited all the homes 
of those who had not been attending and 
encouraged them to come to the meetings. 
On February 8, union Sunday services were 
held at the Oak Grove Christian Church. 
Union communion services were observed 
with Rev. E. L. Schaffer in charge. A good 
crowd attended considering the conditions 
of the country roads. Even though the 
meetings have closed we hope that the good 
seed sown may take root, grow, and bring 
forth good fruit—MIss OPAL CODER. 


Truro, February 5—We have been at 
work on our Sunday-school here in Truro 
ever since we have been on the field. Have 
graded work in children’s division and in 
the young people’s division too now. Also 
getting teacher’s training class well under 
way. Have students from both the Chris- 
tian Church and the Methodist. There is 
much yet to be done to get the Sunday- 
school fully organized, but time and pa- 
tience will work wonders, we hope. Our New 
Hope Church is planning to rebuild its 
church next spring and early summer, con- 
sidering plans just now. The financial 
drive is to be made just as soon as plans 
for the church are adopted. The writer 
was engaged in revival meetings with the 
C. U. Church at Excelsior Springs, Mo., 
January 138 to 30. The results were all that 
could have been hoped for, and even more. 
The church has been almost dead, but the 
young pastor, Rev. Claude W. Risinger, has 
been doing a constructive service for about 
a year, and the meetings we conducted put 
new hope into the old church members so 
that they are now ready to raise something 
like an adequate salary for a strong man. 
It is likely that Rev. George J. McClellan, 
who was pastor at Milo during our great 
meeting there, will become pastor at Ex- 
celsior Springs, while Brother Risinger will 
go to Palmer College as a student. Several 
new members were added to the church also, 
and a better understanding of the true re- 
lationship of the Christian Church and the 
Christian Union was brought about by our 
meeting. We are to begin revival meetings 
at Truro February 16, with the Christian 
Church and the Methodist Church co-operat- 
ing. The writer is to do the preaching. We 
hope for a great awakening. Truro needs 
so many things that it is hard to decide 
what should be done first. Most of all the 
needs to be educated along constructive 
service lines. It is a big task, and will take 
time and _ patience.—FREDERICK COOPER, 
Pastor and Evangelist. 


MARYLAND 


Havre de Grace, February 2—The Web- 
ster Community Christian Church celebrat- 
ed its first birthday on Sunday. The church 
was not dedicated until last August, but the 
church was actually started January 31, 
1924. It being the first Sunday in the 
month we celebrated by Holy Communion 
and sermon. Our minister, Rev. Milton W. 
Sutcliffe, gave a powerful sermon on “Love 
and Devotion,” but he showed how one can 
not live and pay debts with love and devo- 
tion only; we must all be tithers as well. 
Last week we sent out invitations and asked 
our members and friends to give a birthday 
gift. Our collection was more than we an- 
ticipated. We had a fine sermon again in 
the evening, a regular evangelistic sermon. 
We have had twelve to unite with our 
church since the first of January. Our work 
in this church is growing all the time under 
our minister and his good wife. We ask the 
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help and prayers of all our Christian friends 
this coming year.—HARRIETT E. COOLEY. 


MISSOURI 


Albany, February 9—The work of the 
Pleasant Grove Church is progressing. We 
think when the weather becomes good we 
will reap a great harvest in this work. We 
have had some bad weather and sickness, 
but those who come make the meeting worth 
while. We think we have one of the best 
churches in the State. The very minute yo 
step into the room a good atmosphere aa 
friendly welcome are assured. Union Chapel 
is still in a revival meeting. Brother Bur- 
ton, who is conducting the services, is ex- 
pecting a great harvest. Brother Paxton is 
doing a great work in the field among the 
different denominations. Brother Swineheart 
is working in the church that he organized 
and doing a great work. Brother Oakes and 
Brother Rubart are the other two ministers 
and students of Palmer College. They ex- 
pect to do a great work later in school life 
We are planning on organizing Carmack 
Church where there has been no service for 
four years. There seems to be a great op 
portunity for service. We ask for your 
prayers that we might be successful in the 
work. The ministerial association meets th’s 
evening at the college office. Ministers of all 
denominations assemble in this meetirg to 
give their help to the advancement of the 
work in the Kingdom.—M. J. DOAN AND 
MARVIN HuFr, Pastors. 


NEW JERSEY 
Finesville, February 6—Our pastor, Rev. 
George A. Roemer, who came here to us No- 
vember 1, is still on his job. All the work- 
ers in the different departments of the 
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church seem to be co-operating with him in 
the work. Everybody seems to be very much 
interested, even many who are not members 
of the church. There is a wonderful inter- 
est manifested in the Sunday-school espe- 
cially. We now have an organized men’s 
Bible class, named the “Builders Bible 
Class,” composed of sixteen members, with 
the prospect of several more very soon. The 
ladies also have an organized class, named 
the “Philthea Bible Class,” with nine mem- 
bers, and the prospect looks very bright for 
them to increase this membership. Satur- 
day evening, January 31, the officers and 
teachers of our school held a meeting in the 
basement of the church for the purpose of 
organizing the school as a standard school. 
Mrs. George A. Roemer took charge of the 
meeting and succeeded in the organization, 
after which the superintendents that were 
elected for the different departments were 
urged to do their part of the work in order 
to make the school a successful standard 
school. Sunday morning, February 1, three 
persons were received into the church. Oth- 
ers are seriously considering joining vepy 
soon. We are also looking forward and 
praying that some of our men who were in- 
terested enough to join the men’s Bible 
class will soon unite with the church. We 
are hoping and praying that the work may 
continue to grow, and that the seed that is 
now being sown will bring forth an hundred- 
fold.— ALONZO SAILER. 


OHIO 


Dayton, February 9—The Riverdale 
Christian Church is one year old and we had 
a real birthday party. Two hundred and 
seventy-eight at our Church School, dinner 
at the church with plenty for everybody, and 
a real birthday cake with one lone candle, 
and a single candle on every table. Dr. Alva 
Martin Kerr preached a gripping sermon on 
“Faith” in the morning and Dr. J. F. Bur- 
nett preached in his great way in the after- 
noon. The children’s building is almost 
done, at a cost of five thousand dollars, 
and nearly all ‘raised. The church feels 
grateful to the visiting ministers and lay- 
men who helped us celebrate and who made 
pledges for the building. On February 8, 
six deacons—D. Nelson Vore, H. L. Perrine. 
U. L. Moler, Harry McPherson, L. W. Eide- 
miller, and S. K. Yarman—were ordained. 
Dr. Omer S. Thomas preached and Rev. 
McD. Howsare assisted. We used the beau- 
tiful service prepared by Dr. J. F. Burnett. 
We hope the next birthday we have shall 
find our Church School enrollment of 380 
déubled.—EDWIN B. F.ory, Pastor. 


Bradford, February 10—Under the un- 
tiring efforts of Rev. H. L. Bailey, the re- 
vival meetings at Greenville Creek Church 
were a success. We congratulate ourselves 
for having a man like Mr. Bailey, as his 
sermons are an inspiration to all, young and 
old. The meetings at Greenville Creek 
Church were in many respects the best ever 
held. From the beginning large crowds at- 
tended and a deep interest was manifested. 
Under the leadership of Mrs. Ed Grove and 
Wm. Deeter, a choir of young and old, about 
sixty in all, added greatly to the success of 
the services. The church orchestra was fine 
and always faithful. Quite a number of 
Bradford musicians gave splendid help. The 
Methodists, Presbyterians, and Masons at- 
tended on various evenings from Bradford, 
the Christian Church from Covington was 
represented one evening, and a large dele- 
gation from Piqua was also present, with 
quite a number from Pleasant Hill. There 
were twenty-one additions to the church, and 
the membership greatly awakened. The clos- 
ing Sunday evening every available space 
was taken. The platform was crowded, stand- 
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ing room was at a premium, and quite a 
number could not get in—FROM ONE PRES- 
ENT. 


Conneaut, February 12—The L. D. 
Cheeseman missionary society of the Chris- 
tian Church of Conneaut is steadily gaining 
in interest in its meetings. At the annual 
Thank-offering service November 30, 1924, 
at which the regular program was carried 
out, an offering of $24.45 was taken. A 
committee appointed by the president, Mrs. 
E. B. Thayer, consisting of Mrs. Lee Harvey 
and Mrs. Walter Barton, has recently or- 
ganized a Junior missionary society with a 
membership of nineteen to date, which is 
taking hold of the work enthusiastically. A 
missionary Cradle Roll, with Mrs. Floyd 
Johnson as superintendent, has also been 
recently organized with thirteen members. 
The February meeting of the missionary 
society was a Porto Rican tea held with 
Mrs. Walter Barton. Invitations to this 
tea, in the form of hearts, were sent out, 
which resulted in an attendance of about 
forty members and friends. The regular 
program for the month was carried out by 
the president with the addition of a letter 
read by Mrs. Barton from Juan Garcia, 
describing very interestingly the Christmas 
customs of that country. Senor Garcia, who 
is a protege of Mr. and Mrs. Barton and 
who was graduated from Defiance College 
last year, is at present a very successful 
teacher in Mayaguez, Porto Rico. He ex- 
pects to return this fall for medical training 
in the States. A very attractive display of 
Porto Rican handwork was much admired 
by those present, some of which was sold at 
this time. The society was made glad by 
the addition of ten new members, and the 
dues and silver collection for the day a- 
mounted to $13.70. A very enjoyable after- 
noon was brought to a close by the hostess 
serving a luncheon the coffee and candy of 
which were sent directly to her from Porto 
Rico. The society is striving for and ex- 
pects to attain the “Standard of Excellence.” 
—Mrs. A. J. VENEN, Secretary. 


ONTARIO 


Toronto, February 4—At the annual roll 
call of the Bathurst Street Church, Janu- 
ary 12, we were glad to see progress in ev- 
ery line of our church work. Treasurers of 
the different departments reported increased 
receipts, which were very gratifying in spite 
of a great deal of unemployment. Our pas- 
tor, Rev. C. J. Felton, reported an increase 
in the average church attendance for the 
past quarter was the largest during the 
present pastorate. The best of harmony and 
co-operation prevails throughout the entire 
church and congregation. The Ladies’ Aid 
society provided a very fine supper at seven 
o’clock, which was followed by the regular 
roll call and annual business meeting. Two 
new names were added to the board of man- 
agement, namely, Mr. W. Forster and Mr. 
Prentice Hall. The latter is a son of Rev. 
E. C. Hall, recently pastor of Newmarket 
Christian Church, who is taking the position 
of church clerk, replacing Miss Eilene Flath 
who has been church clerk for three years, 
and she has fulfilled her duties very faith- 
fully. We regret we have not yet been able 
to dispose of our present property and com- 
mence building on the new property. We 
have been able, however, to carry the new 
property and reduce the indebtedness on it, 
for which we are very thankful. Our pas- 
tor, Rev. C. J. Felton, continues to give us 
splendid sermons. For the past month or 
two Brother Felton has given several ser- 
mons on Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s Progress” on 
Sunday evenings, which have been much en- 
joyed, especially the sermon where Christian 
reaches the cross, and his burden drops from 
his back. The People’s Missionary society 
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met on Wednesday evening, January 28, at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Johnston, 1531 
Dufferin Street, and planned to commence 
the six weeks school of missions on Febru- 
ary 25, with supper at the church at six- 
thirty. We look:forward to the successful 
time we had last year at the school of mis- 
sions. The teacher-training class held a two 
weeks’ session, meeting every night for two 
weeks, commencing January 12, under the 
guidance of Rev. W. P. Fletcher, and at the 
end of the two weeks, an examination was 
held at the home of the teacher. The book 
studied was entitled “The Pupil.” In con- 
junction with the monthly business meeting 
of the Sunday-school, a program of reli- 
gious education is being held, which is very 
helpful. On Sunday, January 18, at the 
morning service, an installation service was 
held when Rev. W. P. Fletcher was with 
us and gave the installation charge to the 
officers and teachers of the Sunday-school. 
Our Christian Endeavor society is holding 
splendid meetings. The regular meeting, 
held on February 3, was led by Miss Doris 
Eames and the topic, “Christian Endeavor 
Friendliness,” was taken by one of our new 
prospective ministerial students, Mr. Fred 
Riding, in a very fine way. At the present 
time a great deal of sickness is prevalent 
throughout our congregation, which affects 
the attendance at all meetings. At the re- 
cent annual business meeting of the church, 
it was unanimously decided to raise the re- 
quired amount that has been reduced by the 
Home Mission Board of the General Conven- 
tion, as a grant to our church. We are all 
very thankful as a congregation for the 
wonderful sermons and the splendid fellow- 
ship we enjoy with our pastor and pray, if 
it is Goe’s will, that he will continue to 
carry on the good work here.—L. M. 


Rev. Lewis W. Ryan 


EWIS W. RYAN, eldest son of S. M. 

and Mary.A. Ryan, was born in Aug- 
laize County, Ohio, on the evening of De- 
cember 31, 1860. He was reared in a home 
of honest poverty, and learned early in life 
the value of influence of toil. He was an 
ambitious youth, and when but eighteen 
years old he began teaching in the public 
schoois, in which he attained to marked 
success. He was married to Miss Sarah A. 
Valentine May 5, 1885, to which union four 
daughters were born, only one of whom re- 
mains; Hope, Jessie, and Jennie having pre- 
ceeded their father to the land of love and 
life. In his early life he located in Jay 
Ceunty, Indiana, where he remained until 
1888, when he removed, with his family, to 
Spaulding County, Ohio. 

While yet young, and in the full vigor of 
young manhood, he became a Christian, and 
in 1895 surrendered himself, with all he 
possessed or controlled, to God, and became 
a gospel preacher. For the first ten years 
of his ministerial life he was a minister in 
the United Brethren Church, and his char- 
acter was honored and his memory cherished 
as such by the presence of several United 
Brethren ministers at his funeral, and his 
pall bearers were all members of that 
church. In 1905 he became affiliated with 
the Christian Church to which, from that 
time on, he gave his life in service in his 
Master’s cause. During his ministry he re- 
sponded to all calls for service, and em- 
braced all opportunities for usefulness. He 
was a real preacher; to him God’s Word 
was the word of life, and the gospel the 
power of God unto salvation to every one 
who believed. His ministry was a visible 
one; he could be traced to the home of 
poverty and want, and to the bedside of the 
sick and suffering, with material help for 
the one and spiritual comfort for the other. 
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He was a quiet man, an orderly preacher, 
a thoughtful student, a considerate neigh- 
bor, an exemplary Christian, a devoted hus- 
band, and loving father. He spared not 
himself in service, but often at great sac- 
rifice to himself he served others. He was 
honored among his brethren, and many rise 
up and call him blessed. ° 

Two years ago, while pastor at Buckland, 
Ohio, his health failed, and despite his 
heroic effort to regain it, he at last had to 
yield. He filled his appointment at Beaver 
Chapel only two weeks prior to his death. 
He died at his home in Rockford, Ohio, Jan- 
uary 28, 1925, aged sixty-four years and 
twenty-eight days. He leaves of his im- 
mediate family, his wife and one daughter, 
two granddaughters, three brothers, and 
one sister. At the time of his death he was 
a member of the Miami Ohio Christian Con- 
ference, and pastor of the North Star and 
Beaver Chapel churches. His funeral was 
conducted by the writer, in the United 
Brethren Church at Rockford, Ohio, at 
which his brother, Rev. C. C. Ryan, read in 
a wonderfully impressive way a very fine 
memorial, closing with the following poem: 


“Twilight and evening star, and one clear call for me, 
And may there be no moaning of the bar when I 
put out to sea; 
Sunset and evening bells, and after that the dark, 
But may there be no sadness of farewell when I 
embark. 
And though from out our bourne of time and place, 
The floods may bear me far, 
I hope to meet my Pilot face to face, 
When I have crossed the bar.” 


J. F. BURNETT. 


Aged Ministers’ Home Notes 


MONTH’S residence in.the Aged Min- 

isers’ Home warrants me in making the 
statement that our elderly friends here are 
quite as comfortable and contented as they 
were in an average parsonage during the 
activities of pastoral work. 

Every recent gift has been acknowledged. 
We have had them from Fidelity and Co- 
shocton, Ohic, also from Covington, and 
from Otego, in New York State. 


May we ask all intending donors to write 
to Mrs. Dales, asking what articles are 
most needed? Our necessities vary from 
month to month. Our people have been 
very generous in gifts of quilts. We have 
enough of these for possible needs for a 
long time. 

We will gratefully accept and acknowl- 
edge gifts in money, whether the amount 
is large or small, and we will use them for 
definite purchases, such as rocking chairs 
and small tables. This will enable us to 
save freight and express. 

Already we have given the Home some- 
what of a denominational atmosphere. We 
now have pictures of Rev. and Mrs. Sellon 
on the walls of the living room. We are 
sure this consecrated Christian couple, who 
first gave concrete form to the idea of the 
Home, would be infinitely content to be with 
us now. If they could speak the language 
of earth and if we could understand what 
an inspiring message they would have for 
us! We have pictures, too, of the Christian 
Biblical Institute, and they are none the 
poorer because there are Canadian students 
in the company, holding the Union Jack. 

Brethren, this Home is going to be a fine 
asset for our people. Of course, we shall 
need more money and very soon, too. We 
could not now accommodate all those who 
have applied or tentatively inquired. 

But there is one thing we want to be 
very clear about. The Home is not a hos- 
pital—not yet. For the present it is a 
Home for the pilgrims who are looking wist- 
fully towards the western horizon—those 
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pledging themselves to train it up in the nurture and admonition of 
the Lord. While the child knows but little or nothing of what takes 
place at the time of Consecration, this beautiful certificate framed and 
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LONG felt need is met by the 

issuing of this Certificate. It 
is not a baptismal certificate, but 
a Consecration Certificate, and is 
issued by the pastor to parents 
who present their child for Conse- 
cration unto the Lord. How beau- 
tiful it is to see the parents bring- 
ing their little one forward for 
Consecration, thereby recognizing 
God as giver of the little life, and 
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for whom night. has come and they cannot 
work. J. N. DALES, Superintendent. 


Lakemont, New York. 


Metropolitan Christian Convention 


FARLY last November representatives 
from the several conferences of the 
Metropolitan Convention met in New York 
City at the call of President Martyn Sum- 
merbell. 

Reports were heard from the delegates of 
the several conferences represented concern- 
ing the need of such a regional convention. 

The reports seemed to be unanimous that 
such an organization is needed and if made 
to function properly would be highly pro- 
ductive of a closer fellowship of the minis- 
ters, laity, and churches within these bounds 
and would also be productive of greater and 
closer concerted action in promoting certain 
phases of our denominational program. 

The principal business transacted was the 
election of officers, setting up a convention 
budget sufficient for present promotional 
purposes, the printing of the convention con- 
stitution and the expression by a unanimous 
vote, of the desire to hold the next conven- 
tion session with the Binghamton Church 
in November, 1925. This communication 
has since been forwarded to the pastor of 
the Binghamton Church, Rev. Arthur 
Wright, and by action of his church the Con- 
vention is cordially invited to hold its 1925 
session at this place. Inasmuch as the Con- 
vention had already acted on this matter 
once the president directed the secretary of- 
ficially to notify Brother Wright of the Con- 
— acceptance which has alreddy been 

one. 

We shall look forward with great antici- 
pation to this feast of good things while we 
are the guests of Brother Wright’s church. 

One other important action was taken at 
this meeting—the appointment of a commit- 
tee on survey—Rev. P. S. Sailer, chairman, 
Rev. W. M. Jay, and Dr. J..N. Dales. This 
committee is expected to make some very 
definite suggestions as a result of its survey. 





Brother Sailer is directing this survey and 
I am quite sure he will not only need, but 
will be asking, the co-operation of the sev- 
eral conference officials in assembling cer- 
tain data and information. This, of course, 
will be graciously granted we know. 

It is to be noted that three of the con- 
ferences have already paid their quota of 
the convention budget and others are plan- 
ning to do so in the near future. Let us 
hope that all will do so in due time. 

We most sincerely urge the various de- 
partment heads of the Convention to be 
studying the highest aims and objects of 
their departments and seek in every way 
feasible to promote these objectives. Each 
department head should not only get in 
touch with the corresponding member in the 
several conferences, but be able to offer some 
inspiring and helpful suggestions for carry- 
ing on the work. Any necessary expense 
will be met by the Convention. 

Communications from officials of other 
regional conventions go to show that some- 
thing is expected of this effort. We must 
not loiter on the job if we hope to attain. 
This is the call to service of every official 
and every one interested in promoting the 
work of the Convention. 

Let us take nothing for granted, but give 
of our earnest zeal and our untiring effort 
toward making this Convention a worth- 
while affair. 

We shall soon be sounding the watchword, 
“On to Binghamton.” 

W. M. Jay, President. 

Everett, Pennsylvania. 


o 


The life which you have lived and are go- 
ing to live has been made possible for you by 
the efforts cf your fathers. What you do 
represents for the most part, not an achieve- 
ment, but an indebtedness—an indebtedness 
which, with Gud’: help, you are going to re- 
pay by trnnsmitting in turn to your sens the 
possibilities of wider life and more intelli- 
gent faith—-Avihur T. Hadley. 
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Congregational Comity 


(Continued from page seven) 

but a number of other pastors in the com- 
munity found their services almost thor- 
oughly depleted. Not only have some organ- 
izers who secure percentages for begetting 
members to organizations been guilty of 
commercializing some of these bodies, but 
some preachers have likewise endeavored to 
commercialize their connection in a similar 
way. This should meet only with condem- 
nation from those who seek to build up sen- 
timents of congregational comity in the com- 
munity. Let a church ask itself when ar- 
ranging such a meeting, “Ts our honest de- 
sire to extend the Kingdom of God and build 
it up, or is it rather to get a crowd, engage 
in some publicity, and get a first-class col- 
lection?” Anything that tends to get 
church members to run here and there, neg- 
lect their own services, and fail to get un- 
der the burden of responsibility at home, not 
only does not strengthen the Kingdom, but 
actually weakens it. 


I am an ardent believer in fellowship as a 
means to develop this brotherhood and active 
good will, which are the bases of comity. 
The older I grow the more I am convinced 
that in fellowship with all Christians, we 
come nearest to Christ. Just as we exhort 
our people to have fellowship with the con- 
gregation in worship, we should exhort, and 
at the same time offer means for, the fel- 
lowship of congregations in the community. 
In these services where the members of dif- 
ferent congregations join in worship we pro- 
mote that cordiality and friendship that 
make for appreciation and comity. 


Many opportunities naturally present 
themselves for this type of union service. On 
great anniversary occasions, or when new 
buildings are opened and dedicated, or a new 
pastor is installed, it isa comparatively sim- 
ple matter to arrange for a fellowship serv- 
ice, asking the neighboring congregations to 
join with you in rejoicing. Such services 
should always be arranged at some time oth- 
er than that of the regularly stated services 
in the churches of the community. The 
good will and brotherhood engendered by 
some policies can hardly be overestimated. 
How often we miss these occasions for pro- 
moting comity. One of my friends was re- 
cently called upon to assist in opening a new 
building, and to participate in a “fellowship 
service.” Not only were other churches of 
the same denomination in the community 
not invited, but congregations within a 
stone’s throw of the new building were not 
invited. What a loss in fellowship, in broth- 
erhood, in good will! 

Again, there are the national holidays, such 
as Thanksgiving, Memorial Day, Fourth of 
July, and Armistice Day, when the feeling 
of national unity is strong in the commun- 
ity. On these days the churches may use 
the occasion for strengthening the sense of 
religious unity in the community. Such 
services minister to the promotion of com- 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


ity, and they likewise make a very valuable 
impress upon the community. 

To me the highest service of worship is 
the Holy Communion. On the first Sunday 
of each year, the down-town churches of our 
community are wont to hold a union com- 
munion service. I commend to you this 
service. When all the Christians of a com- 
munity can gather around the Lord’s Table, 
and be reminded of his great sacrificial of- 
fering for sin, when we can forget for the 
time both the essential and the nonessential 
differences which separate us, and unite in 
taking unto ourselves the holy elements sym- 
bolizing his broken body and his shed blood, 
we are bound into a unity that lifts above 
the pettiness which so often spoils our con- 
gregational relationships. When I, a Mora- 
vian, kneel in prayer and am led by first a 
United Brethren pastor, then a Reformed 
pastor, then receive the elements at the 
hand of a Presbyterian elder and a Luther- 
an deacon, I am exalted above the limita- 


A 


I WOULD NOT WORRY 


I WOULD not worry if I were you; 
The days will come and the days will go, 
And anon the sky will be gray or blue, 
And the earth be covered with flowers or 
ow. 
The sun will shine or the rain will fall, 
But God stands over and under all. 


Some days will be dark, with scarcely a sign 
That God ever gave you a loving thought; 
And his face will be hid with his love benign, 
And your soul lie prone with a fight ill 
fought. 
And life will seem empty of every joy— 
A worthless bauble, a broken toy. 


But I would not worry if | were you— 

It will all come right pretty soon, depend; 
The rain will cease and the sky grow blue, 
And God to your heart will kindly send 

His message of love—and by and by 
You will wonder why you should be sad and 
cry. 


Bide close to the Father, let come what may; 
Reach out for his hand in rain or shine; 

He will turn your night into sweetest day, 
And share his bounty of love divine, 

He never forgets for a single day— 
Why need, then, to fret and worry alway! 


—Selected. 
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tions that cramp and hinder, and I sense a 
unity with my brethren that helps me under- 
sand what Christ meant when he prayed 
that we might be one as he and the Father 
were one. Where this service can be held 
without theological argument or flying in the 
face of settled convictions, it should be used 
regularly as a means for promoting the spir- 
it of comity between the congregations. 
As pastors, we need to take a larger in- 
terest in certain interdenominational meet- 
ings in which groups from all churches par- 
ticipate. I wish I could make you feel the 
hunger for your support and sympathy that 
is often expressed to me by the young peo- 
ple’s groups in the churches. The young 
people’s division in the Sunday-school with 
its splendid program of activities feels that 


FEBRUARY 19, 1925 


it has a right to a large part of your time 
and interest even though the activities may 
not always be centered in your own church 
building. The Christian Endeavor societies 
likewise call for some of our support. When 
I see from three hundred fifty to four hun- 
dred members of various Christian Endeav- 
or societies come together for a supper at 
six o’clock, follow it up with a song service, 
and a program of business, and addresses 
and special musical numbers, and finally ad- 
journ at about nine-thirty, with every ap- 
pearance of reluctance, I am filled with 
amazement! When I conduct the service, 
and when I preach they begin to squirm af- 
ter the first sixty minutes, but when they 
conduct the meeting and I do not preach, 
they are still going strong after three and 
a half hours. Of course, we could not un- 
derstand that! These young people should 
be encouraged and helped, they are in these 


gatherings laying the foundation for future 


congregational comity. 

Also through Sunday-school superintend- 
ents’ clubs, federations of men and women’s 
Bible classes, and missionary societies, 
where members of all churches in the com- 
munity come together for the discussion of 
common problems, we have an opportunity 
to assist in the promotion of that spirit of 
good will and brotherhood which we call the 
spirit of comity. 

But you say, “union meetings fail. Peo 
ple do not attend.” A pastor sometime ago 
told me that he had withdrawn from an an- 
nual services of union meetings in his com- 
munity because he found that by special ad- 
vertising, special music, and some little ef- 
fort he was able to get almost as many to 
his own church as the union meeting was 
attracting. Quite so. Out of his own mouth 
he was condemned. Is it not unfortunately 
true that in the case of union meetings, we 
do not feel the responsibility for securing 
the attendance, and we calmly sit down and 
let the thing go as best it can. We try to 
fulfill the Scripture which states that people 
shall come from the east and the west and 
the north and the south and sit down in the 
Kingdom. If we would spend as much ef- 
fort and energy in getting the attendance 
at the union services as we do for our own 
meetings, we would shake many a commun- 
ity to its foundations. When a man says 
that his congregation is not interested in 
union meetings, then I know that either he 
has just come upon the field and does not 
know the situation, or else he has been on 
the field a long time and has failed to do 
what is a part of his responsibility, namely, 
to cultivate a sense of brotherhood and 
active good will toward the other churches 
of the community and the desire for fellow- 
ship with them. 

By word and precept, we can lead our 
congregations to avoid those things which 
cause irritation between congregations, we 
can definitely plan to promote the spirit of 
comity through fellowship, and the respon- 
sibility is ours. It cannot be avoided. It 
must not be shirked. 








